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We are pleased and proud to present this publication to you, the 
result of the International Seminar on Human Rights and Business 
“Peoples, communities, nature: insurgencies in the face of predatory 

extractivism”, which took place between March 15 and 19, 2021.

The Seminar was conceived as one of the activities of the Project 
“Transnational Corporations and Guiding Principles: in search of effective 
mechanisms for the protection of Human Rights in Latin America”, carried 
out by four Latin American organizations and co-financed by the European 
Union. The organizations Justiça nos Trilhos (Brazil), CooperAcción (Peru), 
Pensamiento y Acción Social (Colombia) and Bienaventurados los Pobres 
(Argentina) were part of this project.

The Seminar was promoted by Justiça nos Trilhos (JnT), the Study 
Group: Development, Modernity and Environment at Maranhão Federal 
University (GEDMMA), the Postgraduate Program in Social Sciences at the 
Federal University of Maranhão (UFMA) and the Work Group on Borders, 
Regionalization and Globalization in America of the Latin American Council of 
Social Sciences (Clacso).

Justiça nos Trilhos is an organization that works to demand respect, 
protection and fulfillment of Human Rights and the rights of nature in the 
face of violations arising from the mining chain (logistical structures, steel 
industries, monocultures, etc.), and affecting, especially, the communities 
located along of the Carajás Corridor, in the state of Maranhão. Clacso’s Work 
Group “Fronteras, Regionalización y Globalización” is a group of more than 
190 researchers from institutions and organizations in 17 countries, of which 
five are European. The group develops the Collective Project “Global spaces 
for the expansion of transnational capital in the American continent” under 
the perspective of research for action, together with researchers, members 
of social organizations and communities. GEDMMA is a space for studies, 
technical consultancy and the realization of research and university extension 
projects that promote the strengthening of the teaching-learning process and 
create channels of interaction with groups and institutions linked or not to the 
academic environment. The group’s main purpose is to deepen the debate and 
intensify studies on environmental conflicts, development projects, traditional 
peoples and communities in the Brazilian Amazon, in the MATOPIBA region 
(Maranhão-Tocantins-Piauí-Bahia) and in the State of Maranhão.

Working hand in hand we sought to hold an International Seminar to: 
[1] raise awareness and mobilize social sectors about violations of socio-
environmental rights and situations of environmental injustice and racism 
caused by large extractive enterprises, such as mining and agribusiness; 
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[2] denounce violations of rights and environmental racism against peoples 
and communities affected by the capitalist extractive production chain, with 
an emphasis on the negative consequences for women; [3] debate proposals 
for alternatives to such development; [4] exert political influence on public 
institutions and companies to demand the protection of the affected peoples 
and communities and the reparation of the damages caused by the activities 
of large extractivist enterprises; [5] promote interchange among organizations, 
movements and networks; [6] share experiences of community organization, 
political training, claiming rights and resistance.

Through this publication, we want to extend in time and amplify the 
reach of the objectives described above to more people. We want to share 
a successful experience that can help others in the struggle for Human 
Rights and against predatory extractivism. Here we systematize the critical 
reflection built during the webinars – reflection shared by a group of excellent 
guest speakers – as well as the memory of the Work Groups, mini-courses, 
conversation rounds, book launches, and tributes made during the Seminar.

What gave life to this publication was a process of systematization and 
journalistic writing that counted on the participation of eight communicators 
dedicated to writing fourteen texts. Therefore, we do not have here a simple 
report of a seminar, but a critical and accurate record which presents 
perspectives, punctuates horizons and contradictions. They are texts written 
about experiences during the Seminar, but also prior to it, since each 
communicator involved with the writing of this magazine is, on a personal and 
daily basis, connected to the themes discussed in the different moments of 
the Seminar.

We bring you a lively document, pulsating with the values, resistances 
and insurgencies of the peoples and communities that defend their rights, 
their ways of life, their territories and nature from the aggressions of great 
economic interests.

May this production inspire and arouse your interest and contribute to 
the construction of knowledge and to a critical reading of the world during the 
unique moment that we live in the history of humankind.

Good reading!

“Rights are not asked 
for on our knees, they are 

demanded while standing”
(Dom Tomás Balduino)
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Webinars

Webinar 1: People, communities, nature: insurgencies in the face of predatory extractivism   03/15/21
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Resistance and insurgencies: communities 
denounce lack of prior consultation

Webinar 1: People, communities, nature: insurgencies in the face of predatory extractivism   03/15/21

Being surprised by a major 
infrastructure or agribusiness 
project, without ever having been 

consulted, is a violation of rights shared 
by most Latin American communities. 
This was one of the main issues 
discussed in the first webinar of the 
International Seminar on Human Rights 
and Business: “Peoples, communities, 
nature: insurgencies in the face of 
predatory extractivism”, held by Justiça 
nos Trilhos (JnT) on March 15.

Denouncing the situations of injustice 
triggered by mining and agribusiness and 
sharing possible paths of resistance were 
other objectives of the meeting, which 
took place online due to the biosafety 
measures to face the Covid-19 pandemic.

Four guests contributed with their 
experiences, at the national and 
international level, of resistance to projects 
for the exploitation of natural resources 
and to their local impacts. The guest 
speakers were; Raquel Maria Rigotto, 
associate doctor of the nucleus Work 
and Environment (Tramas) of the Federal 
University of Ceará; Teresa Castellanos 
Ruiz, social activist from Mexico; 
Zica Pires, illustrator, pedagogue and 
member of the Agroforestry Quilombola 
Movement (AAQ) of Quilombo Santa 
Rosa dos Pretos (MA); and Charles 
Trocate, educator, coordinator of the 
Movement for People’s Sovereignty in 
Mining (MAM) and one of the co-authors 
of the book “When silence comes: the 
Brazilian mineral problem”.

The violation of the right to prior 
consultation was a constant in the 
speeches of the participants. Teresa 
Castellanos opened the talks with the 
experience of 1,200 indigenous people of 
the Huexca community in Morelos, central 
Mexico, who are fighting the impacts of 
the construction of thermoelectric plants 
in their territory.

*By Juliana Arini

According to the human rights activist, the 
thermoelectric plant, which is part of the 
Morelos Integrated Project (PIM) of the 
Federal Electricity Commission (CFE), 
did not bring any benefit, only damage. 
The local social upheaval triggered by 
the project meant that the work had to 
be completed, in 2020, under the escort 
of the Mexican federal police. The plant 
includes a mega energy project bringing 
a natural gas pipeline that cuts through 
three states in the country.

“We had a hard time 
knowing what was going 
on. And suddenly in 2012 
the megaproject arrived. 
They said the work would 

help the community’s 
economy. But they didn’t 
say what the project was 

about. Just that it would be 
good. Then we discovered, 

after investigating a 
lot, that it would be a 
thermoelectric plant.”
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“The thermoelectric plant was built, 
then came another project, and the 
communities remain unheard. The new 
government – under President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador, elected in 2018 
– said it would listen to the communities. 
We believed that there would be no gas 
pipeline or other projects. But when we 
asked for a hearing, the president did not 
receive us. And we were even insulted 
by dominant sectors. There were many 
offenses, we were accused of being paid 
by the foreign economic groups to incite 
society”, says the member of the Front 
of Peoples in Defense of the Land and 
Water in Morelos, Puebla and Tlaxcala.
 
Noise pollution, water contamination and 
fish mortality were some of the impacts 
reported by Teresa. “It is very painful for 
everyone. Many people used water from 
the ravines for cultivation. This project 
is not viable here or anywhere else. It is 
part of the whole industry of large mining 
enterprises,” she says.
 
The right to prior consultation is 
guaranteed to all traditional, “quilombola” 
(african-descendents) and indigenous 
peoples living in the countries that are 
signatory to Convention 169 of United 
Nations International Labor Organization. 
Adopted by ILO in 1989, it is an important 
milestone for the recognition of the right 
of traditional peoples and communities 
to prior, free and informed consultation 
about any project, measure or initiative 
that affects their rights, lives and 
territories.

Private profits, 
public damages

For Raquel Rigotto, conflicts are 
concentrated in Latin America because 
traditional peoples and communities 

are not called to integrate the decision-
making processes of governments, 
despite the fact that a large majority 
of the impacts affect their territories, 
which represent crucial areas for the 
environmental balance of the entire 
continent.

Webinar 1: People, communities, nature: insurgencies in the face of predatory extractivism          03/15/21

Raquel reinforces that the current 
times are an era of extreme impacts, 
characterizing what is called the 
Capitalocene. The term is a contribution 
to the concept of Anthropocene, 
coined by Paul Crutzen, a chemist and 
meteorologist, and Eugene Stoermer, 
a biologist specializing in diatom algae 
(responsible for 50% of the planet’s 
oxygen). The word was first used in 
2000 in a publication by the International 
Geosphere Program – Biosfear (IGBP).

According to the defenders of the term 
Capitalocene, economic activities, and 
not just the human being, as is argued 
in the Anthropocene, would act as a 
determining geological force on the 
planet through capitalist economic 
accumulation and appropriation of 

“Waters are born in the 
Cerrado (Brazilian Savanna, 
editor’s note) and feed six 

of the hydrographic regions 
of Brazil. But irrigated 

agriculture in the Cerrado 
depletes groundwater. We 
have had 49% of the water 

affluents of the São Francisco 
River eliminated in 35 years by 

this uncontrolled irrigation. 
The expansion of agribusiness 
in the biome spills 600 million 

liters of poison a year.”
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nature and territories to the detriment of 
millennial community social living.

Examples of these impacts and 
activities would affect the health of the 
planet and human beings. “The loss 
of food sovereignty brings enormous 
psychological and social suffering. It 
generates suicides, depression and 
sadness in youth. We also have more 
domestic and urban violence, sexual 
exploitation of women and girls and 
several cases of acute intoxication, 
congenital malformations, children with 
precocious puberty and liver diseases”, 
she says.

For Raquel, the next ten years will be 
crucial for new choices. “The socio-
environmental collapse already brings a 
new set of risks. We have new storms, 
disease migration and current epidemics 
and pandemics (like Covid-19 that has 
impacted all life on Earth for more than 
a year). By 2030, a third of humanity 
will be without water to survive”, warns 
Raquel, indicating the next ten years as a 
fundamental period for us to mitigate risks 
and threats to the existence of human life.

Tax injustice
Educator and writer Charles Trocate 
reinforced the warnings by recalling the 
way in which mining and agribusiness 
developed. “For 400 years, mining has 
been the most undemocratic space in the 
history of Brazil, always covered up by 
state action,” he says.
 
The writer states that both mining and 
agricultural production are constructions 
that are not only economic, but also 
cultural. “Agribusiness is not a simple 

form of production; it is an ideology. It is 
a way of thinking about Brazilian society, 
as well as mining. These activities define 
how to conduct business in territories of 
people’s sovereignty,” he says.

An example of such a structure would 
be financial and tax compensation. “The 
income ends up being appropriated by 
a predatory elite, created by mining and 
agribusiness companies, through great 
tax injustices”, explains the writer.

The Kandir Law (Complementary 
Law number 87/1997) was one of the 
mechanisms cited by Charles. Proposed 
by then President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso, it exempts primary and semi-
finished products or services aimed at 
exports from paying state taxes. Since its 
creation, the law has caused controversy 
among the governors of the exporting 
states, who claim loss of revenue with 
the exemption from local taxes in favor 
of activities that bring national resources 
to the international market in the form of 
commodities.

The effects of this territorial injustice are 
distorted by the discourse of the important 
contribution of agribusiness and mining 
to the economy. “This argument of the 
primary surplus and trade balance is 
fallacious. Both help, but these activities 
inherit features from 400-year-old colonial 
mining,” he says.

 “After Mariana’s tragedy 
(when there was a rupture of 
a reservoir of mining waste in 
Minas Gerais, in 2015), I think 

we have a mineral and cultural 
problem sprayed everywhere 

in society.”

Webinar 1: People, communities, nature: insurgencies in the face of predatory extractivism          03/15/21
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One planet, 
many solutions

Activist for the rights of quilombola 
peoples, Zica Pires, recalled the 
importance of broadening the perspective. 
“The main body that we have to worry 
about is being forgotten. We are looking 
at a misconception about what we need 
for our lives. Where to live without the 
Earth?”, she asks.

Zica reinforced the need for unity, hope 
and radicalism in actions. “We stopped 
believing in life to believe in the idea of 
death. We can’t think that something 
will be possible as long as we believe 
only in man’s constructions. We need to 
be radical. To be radical is to have the 
courage to defend common life that does 
not belong to one group or another, but to 
the Earth. Even if it is necessary to destroy 
what was built. What kind of future is this 
that we are projecting, without differences 
and without the community?”, she asked.

Among the paths pointed for changes, 
the debaters reinforced the need to build 
alliances. Teresa Castellanos recalled the 
universal bonds of all cultures.

Charles Trocate reinforced the need for 
resistance.

“Everything is connected to 
water. It is very important 
that we make alliances to 

defend water. Mother Earth 
screams and we don’t seem 

to hear. Without light we 
live, but not without water. 
Nobody drinks electricity”.

“Do not accept the dystopia 
and inevitability of capitalism. 

If we arrived at this current 
state, it is because there are 
already solutions elements 

within it. We need to reinforce 
the diversity of thought.”

Charles also advocated the creation of 
mining-free territories and the review 
of tax injustices, which reinforce state 
support for highly impactful activities.
 
The six systemic alternatives proposed 
by the Bolivian thinker Pablo Solón 
were also recalled in the debate on 
solutions to the global crisis. “We need 
to defend ecofeminism, deglobalization, 
eco-dependence, interdependence and 
overcoming individualism, through the 
ethics of care, with a central role in the 
social production of life”, said Raquel 
Rigotto, who also recalled the importance 
of ancestral knowledge as a path to the 
future.

*Juliana Arini is a journalist and photographer 
from the Amazon, specializing in covering socio-
environmental issues, economics, the electricity 
sector and education.

“We, urban dwellers, 
have much less chance of 
survival than the people 

who know and love 
Mother Earth, and who 

know how to produce life 
in community. This is the 
greatest source of hope 

and light.”

Webinar 1: People, communities, nature: insurgencies in the face of predatory extractivism          03/15/21
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   Webinar 2: Women and communities facing predatory extractivism   03/16/21

Latin women, the defense of the right
to water and the struggle for life

*By Juliana Arini

O The restriction of the right to 
drinking water reverberated in the 
reports of the three participants in 

the webinar “Women and communities in 
the face of predatory extractivism”, which 
was part of the International Seminar on 
Human Rights and Business: “Peoples, 
communities, nature: insurgencies in the 
face of predatory extractivism”, produced 
by Justiça nos Trilhos, on March 16.

Denial of the right to come and go, violence 
against women and the conflict with 
primordial paradigms also characterized 
the discussion undertaken by Marxa Nádia 
Chávez, Bolivian social activist; Sandra 
Amorim, member of the Movement for 
People’s Sovereignty in Mining (MAM) and 
leader of the Sítio São João Quilombo, in 
Barcarena, Pará; and Rosana Mesquita, 
member of the Tutelary Council and of the 
Taim Residents’ Union, in the rural area of 
São Luís, capital of Maranhão.

Being a woman in a sexist world is not easy, 
defined Rosana Mesquita. The region of 
Taim, where she lives, is a haven covered 
by natural palm trees and surrounded by 
mangroves, in the southwest of São Luís 
Island. “But to defend a territory is to defend 
our own life,” explained the resident of the 
region squeezed between the port complex 
and the industrial district of the capital of 
Maranhão.

For nearly two decades, residents of 
the communities of Cajueiro, Limoeiro, 
Porto Grande, Rio dos Cachorros, Ilha do 
Maranhão, Tauá-Mirim Island and Taim 
fought for the creation of an Extractive 
Reserve (Resex). The area protects 
mangroves, floodplains and springs, being 

a breeding site for species such as mere 
and manatee, among others, threatened 
with extinction.

Resex are conservation units provided for 
in federal law in which the permanence of 
traditional extractive populations is coupled 
with the objectives of the sustainable use of 
natural resources. This protection was only 
guaranteed to the Taim community in 2018, 
after a decision won by the Federal Public 
Ministry. However, until today the decree 
of definitive creation of the reserve has not 
been signed by the Federal Government. 
Mining companies are the main opponents 
of the Resex.

“Throughout our time of struggle for the 
territory, these enterprises have divided the 
community a lot. As if it were not enough to 
try to end with our natural resources!”, says 
Rosana.

“A lot of people lost their
lives defending this territory. 
The government thinks that 
the port will bring economic 
development to Maranhão, 
but we do not believe that,
as it is not the development
of the people. The attempt

to kill us is very evident.
The plan for these investment 

ventures is a death plan,
the death of our territories.
The sad thing is to seethat 

they manage to infiltrat
 the communities.”
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Rosana says that the proximity of mining 
in the localities is increasing. “We see the 
sand mining company on our way. And I 
remember making this walk and everything 
was different. They allowed the companies 
to operate, but they did not even sign the 
Resex decree. We cannot understand the 
greed of these bad people,” she says.

The economic enterprises have also 
impeded traditional peoples to manage 
their own territories. “We cannot carry out 
maintenance on the roads because it is the 
company’s protection area. And they still 
despise us for being women and it hurts 
too much. But it motivates us to say no. 
We will not stop, and we will always seek 
more companions in our struggle because 
we understand that this territory belongs to 
us”, says Rosana.

Aluminum and death
Mining, threats and water contamination 
were also themes present in the talk by 
Sandra Amorim, from the Sítio São João 
Quilombo, in Barcarena, in the interior of 
Pará. For three years, local people have 
resisted the consequences of serious 
environmental crimes. The community 
says that the rivers in the region have been 
contaminated by the continuous leakage of 
bauxite from the operations of a reservoir 
(DRS 2) of the Norwegian mining company 
Hydro Alunorte.

The first reports of contamination came in 
2018, when local rivers were tinged with 
red. Report from the Evandro Chagas 
Institute (IEC) pointed out that the water 
used by the community of Barcarena 
contained lead, high levels of nitrate, 
sodium and aluminum, causing damage to 
health. A clandestine pipeline was found 
that connected contaminated tailings 
reservoirs with rivers.

Webinar 2: Women and communities facing predatory extractivism    03/16/21

Sandra says that even today residents use 
the water in the region’s rivers to bathe and 
wash dishes. Companies continue to deny 
the contamination.

“We have already had 
more than 23 environmental 

crimes. In my community 
there is a river, Murucupi.

We took fish, baths and water
from it. And today it is dead.
But since 2018 the company

denies any environmental crime, 
although gallons of mineral
water are passed on every
Friday, because the river

water can no longer be used
for direct consumption.”

In the group’s corporate sustainability 
report, Hydro considers the Barcarena 
venture to be sustainable, as it transfers 
income through the payment of taxes to the 
state of Pará. Hydro denies contamination 
of water and the community of Barcarena.

According to excerpts from the report 
published in 2018, “more than 90 
investigations and inspections were carried 
out by competent authorities, including 
the environmental agency of the state of 
Pará, Semas (State Secretariat for the 
Environment and Sustainability), and 
the federal environmental agency Ibama 
(Brazilian Institute on Environment and 
Renewable Natural Resources). Semas 
and Ibama confirmed that there was 
no overflow of Alunorte’s bauxite waste 
deposits. The reports concluded that 
there was no indication or evidence of 
contamination for nearby local communities, 
nor any significant or lasting environmental 
impact on rivers near Alunorte as a result of 
extreme rains.”
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For Sandra, the company’s argument 
is criminal. “We asked the Federal 
Prosecutor’s Office to be allowed to run 
hair and blood contamination test to see the 
metal content in our bodies. It is incredibly 
sad to see that many companions who 
received their results are in depression. We 
just want the truth,” she says.

The activist affirms that the denial of crimes 
by the company induces the community to 
restart consuming fish from the rivers of 
Barcarena.

“With Covid-19 there is a 
lot of need. So, the people 
are fishing and eating this 

fish and we don’t know about the 
future. There is a neighborhood 
nearby with many people with 

stomach cancer. Even piped water 
is not fit for consumption.”

Much of the money transferred by the 
company as damage mitigation also did 
not reach the communities. “These large 
companies are from outside Brazil. I would 
very much like to know, because the studies 
that are done refer to social projects and 
money, but we don’t see anything of that! 
There was a TAC (Conduct Adjustment 
Term), but it was transferred to an emergency 
action that ended and the other part went to 
Águas de São Francisco (concessionaire 
responsible for water and sewage treatment 
services in the municipality); we did not see 
any of those monies”.

One of the main problems is the uncertainties 
about health. “I’m not going to say that I 
don’t have any metal in my body. No result 
came out in my community, but there are 
people who are sick. Those who did, the 
result showed mercury and phosphorus; it’s 
a lot of metal”, she says.

Webinar 2: Women and communities facing predatory extractivism    03/16/21

Brazilian oil company
The performance of Brazilian state-
owned companies in other territories is 
not different from that carried out by other 
foreign multinationals. In Bolivia, ten local 
communities face damage triggered by 
Brazil’s largest energy company, Petrobras.

Marxa Nádia Chávez, a social activist from 
Bolivia, reported cases of aggression and 
violence against Bolivian women in the 
region where the oil company operates. 
“Women who say no to oil prospecting 
have been beaten, there has been a lot 
of violence. When these women go to the 
city, they are also verbally assaulted all the 
time. In other communities there is disunity. 
Many are fighting internally because of 
these projects”, she says.

Oil was nationalized in Bolivia in 2006, 
but foreign companies remained after 
agreements with the state-owned 
Yacimientos Petrolíferos Fiscales 
Bolivianos (YPFB). These companies pay 
up to 85% to the country on production 
and are, in large part, responsible for 
the Bolivian economic growth of the last 
decades.

Petrobras develops hydrocarbon 
exploration and production operations 
in the departments of Tarija (Campos 
de San Alberto, Itaú and Sábalo, with 
gas production), Santa Cruz (Cedro 
Exploratory Area), and Chuquisaca (Campo 
Monteagudo).

One of the consequences of oil exploration 
in Bolivia is water contamination. A study 
published by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) found that 76% of the samples 
collected from 42 sources of drinking water, 
30 kilometers from an oil field in the Bolivian 
Chaco, contained traces of petrochemical 
compounds.
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Webinar 2: Women and communities facing predatory extractivism    03/16/21

“There are many diseases 
in these communities. And some 

of them lost access to water 
sources. There is also an attitude 
of submission. Government and 

companies promise development 
and divide communities. There 

have been many disruptions 
between and within families.”

According to Marxa, the government states 
that Bolivia will continue to invest in oil. “In 
April, the government said it will resume 
the project. The communities are on alert 
because the government’s discourse is 
that the project will happen because it is 
in the national interest. For them, without 
hydrocarbons, Bolivia will fall,” she says.

Female union
For all participants in the debates, only with 
unity will it be possible to achieve progress 
in the struggle.

“We want to share all the 
experiences because this sharing 

between city and countryside 
is important for us to build 

a fraternal and collaborative 
struggle.”

“The containment barrier to these projects 
is human. It was the blood of our brothers 
and sisters that fertilized the Earth. But 
we will resist and continue,” says Rosana, 
recalling the activists killed in defense of 
human rights.

Sandra also recalls the feminine power in 
these struggles. “Woman is strong, she is 
the Phoenix, she resurfaces and shapes 
herself. With all the companions together, 
we can help each other and achieve a lot”.

*Juliana Arini is a journalist and photographer 
from the Amazon, specializing in covering socio-
environmental issues, economics, the electricity 
sector and education.

The International Seminar on Human Rights and Business was an important 
milestone in the discussion about predatory extractivism that is growing 
in our country and throughout Latin America, and about the reaction and 

insurgency of traditional peoples and communities to this growth. We 
would have very much liked it to be a face-to-face seminar, but the limits 

imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic did not intimidate us. Those who are in 
the struggle are used to overcoming barriers and, in the online modality, we 
were able to meet, reflect and expand our networking and our instruments 

of struggle in defense of nature and peoples! We will continue on!

Horácio Antunes de Sant’Ana Junior
(GEDMMA/UFMA)
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“It’s dark, but we sing”: communities 
resist the predatory advance of mining 

in Latin America
*By Pedro Ribeiro Nogueira

the emergence, with more intensity in the 
last decade, of resistance and struggle 
movements of traditional peoples and 
communities in defense of common 
goods, territories, and living and working 
conditions in face of large-scale projects 
of transnationals with support from local 
governments.

“This increase is due to the expansive 
wave of transnational capital, carried 
out by transnational corporations and by 
states, in response to the crisis of the late 
2000s. This crisis has led corporations 
to invest in large-scale projects, expand 
existing ones and seek to control strategic 
resources and markets, thus detrimentally 
impacting territories, communities and the 
environment”, says the researcher.

Accumulation Zones
This movement, which causes forced 
removals of people and aggressions to 
territories and the environment, has been 
faced with new community strategies, which 
seek networking with other organizations, 
unions, parties, universities and also adopt 
autonomous attitudes, reaping different 
results, explains Sandoval.

The wave of capital expansion, which 
increases concentration of income and 

It’s dark, but we sing”. It was with 
these words that Renato Lanfranchi, 
from the organization Justiça nos 

Trilhos, opened the webinar “Struggles 
and networking in a Latin American 
perspective: diversity of experiences”, 
which brought representatives from Peru, 
Colombia, Argentina, Mexico and Brazil to 
discuss common challenges faced by Latin 
American communities in the face of mining 
projects, in South and Central America as 
well as in Mexico.

The phrase was dedicated to social and 
environmental activists, to the defenders 
of the territories and, especially, to the 
indigenous Honduran community leader 
Berta Cáceres, murdered in March 2016, 
whose case still awaits justice.

“Let’s wake up, let’s wake 
up, humanity! Our consciences

will be shaken if we just 
contemplate racist, capitalist

and environmental depredation.” 
(words by Berta, remembered by Renato)

If darkness has come in the form of 
devastation in the territories, singing is also 
becoming more and more powerful. This 
is explained by Juan Manuel Sandoval, a 
Mexican researcher and anthropologist. 
According to him, the 21st century saw 
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inequality, analyzes Sandoval, happens 
due to the greater mobility of capitals and 
the fragmentation of productive processes. 
As a result, large companies have invested 
more and more in guaranteeing control 
over strategic areas and resources and 
intensifying extraction. These areas 
are called ZEIAs, or Specific Intensive 
Accumulation Zones.

The ZEIAs would then be diverse territories 
that articulate energy infrastructure, 
transport and industrial or extractive 
capacity, instrumentalized by multinationals 
and states. In Brazil, he cited the example 
of the Great Carajás Program, established 
by the dictatorship in the 1980s, as well as 
the state of Maranhão, which has become 
a place of great logistical interest for the 
transportation of goods and the extraction 
of commodities. But these zones are spread 
across Latin America, always maintaining 
remarkably similar characteristics.

Fundamental 
rights violated

In northern Colombia, in the departments 
of César and La Guajira, indigenous and 
Afro-Colombian families have for hundreds 
of years used rivers for fishing, leisure and 
water consumption. Their houses were 
built with materials taken from the forest. 
Unfortunately, that was also an area of 
intense accumulation. Surrounded by three 
mines, managed by Drummond, CNR and 
Prodeco, families today suffer from chronic 
respiratory diseases, lung cancer and 
contaminated water.

The history of this region is told by Paula 
Alvarez Roa, a Colombian political scientist 
who has worked with these communities 

for 18 years. According to her, the ope-air 
extraction of coal in these lands generates 
four fundamental violations:

1. Right to the environment: extraction 
technologies are polluting and 

destructive, permanently damaging 
and privatizing common goods such as 
rivers and forests. This causes the loss 
of the communities’ ability to maintain 
themselves, harvest crops, fish and care 
for their animals, besides destroying woods 
and forests.

2. Right to health: emission of gases, 
coal dust and water contamination 

cause respiratory diseases, skin problems 
and even cancer, with greater intensity in 
children and the elderly.

3. Right to land and territory: extensive 
mining activity generates land evictions 

and land grabbing. “Land is the fundamental 
basis for housing, good living, health, 
work”, says Alvarez Roa.

4. Right to participation: people 
participation in these areas takes place 

in unequal and asymmetrical conditions, 
removing the possibility of them having a 
voice in public management and in deciding 
on key issues related to their territories. “In 
the Colombian context, this silencing is 
added to human rights violations, threats 
and murders”, explains the researcher.

States and companies: 
together in violation

The communities cited by the Colombian 
have been fighting for adequate reparations 
and relocations for years. But the country’s 
justice system is slow and, between 
comings and goings, they have been 
waiting for ten years for something to be 
done to improve their situation. 

Webinar 3: Struggles and networking in a Latin American perspective: diversity of experiences 03/17/21
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Something similar was also seen in the 
testimonies brought by Abel Gilvonio, 
from Peru, where the communities of 
Cotabambas and Espinar have been 
fighting for reparation for 30 years.

According to him, 60% of the population, 
since the installation of the mines of 
the transnational Glencore, have heavy 
metals in their blood. “There are very 
serious risks and very legitimate demands. 
Unfortunately, we have a fragile, absent 
State that does not protect the rights of the 
communities. But the people continue to 
resist,” says Gilvonio.

In the same vein go also the reports brought 
by Father Dario Bossi, president of the 
Justiça nos Trilhos’ deliberative council. 
He brought the example of Maria Dalva, 
from the quilombo Santa Rosa dos Pretos, 
in Itapecuru-Mirim, Maranhão, and Maria 
Adelina, from Piquiá de Baixo, in Açailândia 
(MA). Both had their lives crossed by the 
Carajás Railway (EFC), a major vector of 
iron ore outflow. With the railroad, came 
mineral dust, accidents, some fatal, and 
permanent impacts on their ways of life.

“They are suffocated by 
this railroad that crosses 

their territories, managed by 
Vale S.A., which has already 

been declared the world’s 
worst company. The global 

increase in demand for 
iron will cause Vale S.A. 

to intensify investments in 
the region and, as a result, 

cause more damage.”

In video, Dona Adelina says that before the 
arrival of the train and the steel industries 
she lived well and “breathed free”. Now, “to 
be healthy, just leaving here”. Despite the 
company’s billionaire profits, residents of 
the affected territories have been claiming 
full damages for 15 years.

“With nearly four hours of 
profits from Vale S.A., it 

would be possible to cover the 
whole cost of the resettlement 
of Piquiá de Baixo, one of the 

community’s long-time demands, 
and now under construction.”

Clean energy, 
polluted territories

The peasant communities of Fiambalá, 
in the state of Catamarca, in Argentina, 
managed, over hundreds of years, to 
live with the local aridity to “cultivate rich 
landscapes and make common decisions 
to reproduce life”, reports Natalia Santinelli, 
from the organization Bienaventurados 
los Pobres. In 2016, however, the search 
for lithium, the “white gold”, led to the 
installation of a second mine in the region.

Used in cell phone batteries and electric 
cars, lithium has had its global demand 
increased in recent decades. But its 
extraction requires large amounts of 
water. In a desert region, communities 
have suffered from large-scale extraction 
of the metal. According to Santinelli, 
the factory was installed without prior 
consultation, violating yet another right 
of the communities. Only “informal 
conversations” took place and “local plans 
inspired by global strategies that disregard 

Webinar 3: Struggles and networking in a Latin American perspective: diversity of experiences 03/17/21
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It has been a wonderful 
experience to organize 

and carry out the 
International Seminar 

in partnership with the 
companions of GEDMMA 

and Clacso! A combination 
of the most diverse 

talents, very strong social 
commitment on the part 
of all and great capacity 

to work and dream 
together. In the name 
of Justiça nos Trilhos 

and the Latin American 
organizations in Argentina, 

Colombia and Peru, 
united in the Project 

“Transnational 
Corporations, Human 

Rights and Guiding 
Principles”, I thank and 

congratulate all the people 
of the communities, 

the academic world and 
social movements who 

made the success of our 
Seminar possible.

Renato Paulino Lanfranchi
(Justiça nos Trilhos)

the specificities of the territories and 
impose colonial extractive models were 
implemented.”

“This violates the cultural rights of the 
communities and breaks the regional 
natural cycles, attacking the right to 
self-determination and sustainability of 
peoples”, says the anthropologist, who 
criticizes “the myth of green energies to 
fight against climate change.” According to 
her, “green” and “sustainable” technologies 
are nothing more than discourse and will 
not be able to mitigate environmental 
destruction.

“What should be transformed
is the logic of the neo-extractivist 

system that perpetrates the 
environmental devastation that 
it claims to remedy. Once again, 

we see the resources of the South, 
the exploitation of our resources 

and the destruction of our ways of 
living, feeding the Global North.”

For Santinelli, the solutions are not evident. 
“It is necessary to change the outlook. We 
need to look at communities that respect 
the natural cycles in order to fight climate 
change. They continue existing, without 
state aid, defending their way of life and 
resisting the advances of the mining 
companies”, she says. Or, as Father Dario 
said, “our hope lies in the communion 
among the peoples of the continent”.

*Pedro Ribeiro Nogueira is a journalist, translator 
and independent audiovisual producer. He works 
mainly with issues related to human rights, social 
struggles, drugs and the socio-environmental 
issue. Contact: ribeironogueirapedro@gmail.com 
Twitter: @draomcqueen 
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Black and native roots 
struggle to defend their 

voices in public institutions
*By Luna Gámez

“When I look at my hands, they invite me to look on the 
ground, I carry roots in the palm of my hand, in the palm 
of my hands. These roots are adaptations of the soil and 

the oxygen in me, black, white, original roots”. 
(excerpt from the video titled ‘Body and territories’ by Dayanne Santos).

OThe channels that allow dialogue 
between the population and 
public institutions for the defense 

of human rights and the environment 
are experiencing one of their most 
critical moments in Brazil. If in previous 
governments there were already difficulties 
in the participation of civil society caused 
by disputes arising from the activities of 
the private sector and large corporations to 
the detriment of human rights, the arrival 
of Jair Bolsonaro to the presidency has 
caused a “real civilization catastrophe”, as 
was presented by Ana Paula dos Santos, 
legal advisor for Justiça nos Trilhos (JnT), 
lawyer and state human rights advisor, 
during the webinar “Public institutions and 
community struggles – urgent dialogues for 
the protection of rights”, which took place 
on March 18, 2021.

Authoritarianism 
weakens civil society 

participation

“[Political] representatives
stand and, indeed, conspire 

for the weakening, the 
obstruction and even the 

elimination of instances of 
social participation”.

Shortly after assuming the presidency in 
early 2019, Bolsonaro approved Provisional 
Measure (MP) 870 that instituted, among 
other changes, the monitoring of the activities 
of international organizations and NGOs 
throughout the national territory, although 
the Federal Constitution of Brazil provides 
for the right of civil society organizations to 
act without State interference.

Even with social movements in Brazil – the 
third country in the world with the greatest 
number of murders of environmental 
activists, according to 2019 data from Global 
Witness – already paying a high price for 
the defense of human rights and nature, 
the current Brazilian government’s position 
criminalizes civil society and puts it in a 
position of even greater vulnerability. “The 
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group that governs the country does not 
want dialogue, there is no possibility of any 
reconciliation. It is a group that represents 
the interests of the private sector and with 
strong authoritarian characteristics, a group 
that understands issues that are extremely 
important to democracy, such as people’s 
participation and social control, as a threat, 
and social organizations, as their enemies”, 
explained Ana Paula.

The current Brazilian political situation 
poses yet another challenge for social 
participation in institutional structures 
as a result of Bolsonaro’s Decree 9.759 
/ 2019, which dismantled the majority 
of civil society’s advisory councils and 
participation commissions, which also 
violates the Federal Constitution and 
jeopardizes the construction of effective 
public policies. Among the exceptions of 
councils that have remained, just because 
they are guaranteed by legislation, are the 
National Commission for the Eradication of 
Slave Labor (CONATRAE) and the National 
Human Rights Council (CNDH).

The challenge of 
building a national 

policy on business and 
human rights

Even with the continuity of the CNDH, the 
Minister of Women, Family and Human 
Rights, Damares Alves, published on 
February 10, 2021, Ordinance No. 457 to 
revise the National Human Rights Program 
(PNDH) with a Work Group composed 
solely by ministerial staff and excluding any 
participation by civil society. 

Yuri Michael Pereira Costa, historian, 
president of the CNDH and Federal Public 
Defender, expressed during the webinar 
his “manifest of public repudiation” in the 
face of the attempted involution on human 
rights policies.

In order to try to maintain respect for 
human rights in Brazil, Costa defended 
the relevance of Resolution No. 5 of 
12/03/2020, created by the CNDH. It 
provides guidelines for the State and for 
companies on human rights with a special 
focus on the active participation of civil 
society. “This document can be a guide 
for this issue”, declared optimistically the 
president of the Council. He added that even 
though the provisions are not binding, that 
is, not generating mandatory compliance, 
the Justice System and the Executive itself 
have been increasingly adopting CNDH 
resolutions as a parameter.

However, the hierarchical setup of public 
institutions, particularly the Judiciary, 
the pyramidal structure of the Courts of 
Justice and the inescapable need for 
institutionalized intermediaries to establish 
a dialogue with these institutions make 
it extremely difficult for civil society to 
participate, according to Isolete Wichinieski, 
an economist and national coordinator of 
the Pastoral Land Commission (CPT).

“Dialogue is always restricted, 
it has a limit, it reaches where 

the financier is, that is, 
the right to dialogue goes 
as far as capital allows.”
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Although social movements have 
conquered some space for dialogue with 
public authorities since the 1970s, the 
economist argues that all dialogues end 
when the level of those responsible for 
financing investments is reached. “We 
cannot go beyond the levels of economic 
concentration in the hands of a few,” she 
adds.

The need for a socio-
environmental model 

with guaranteed rights

“I see a conflict between two different 
models of dealing with nature, the economy 
and society”, explained Felício Pontes, 
lawyer and Regional Public Prosecutor of 
the Republic. All 600 cases followed by 
him at the Regional Public Prosecutor’s 
Office are the result of threats caused by 
the predatory model and, invariably, are the 
result of five activities: logging, livestock, 
mining, monoculture and energy.

“They are always in conflict 
with the other side, wanting 

to expel indigenous and 
quilombola people from their 

territories or riverside dwellers 
from extractive reserves in 

the search for natural resources. 
(...) This model is not viable, 

as it privileges very few 
to the detriment of a huge

loss for a large part of 
Brazilian society”.

According to the Prosecutor, 50% of the 
wood coming from the Amazon is illegally 
harvested and another 40% goes involves 
some kind of irregularity, such as land 
grabbing. In addition, one out of every five 
hectares of land in the Amazon is occupied 
without ownership documents or with false 
documents; the region concentrates nine 
out of ten activist deaths, and since 1995, 
in Brazil, 155,000 enslaved workers have 
been freed, half of them in the Amazon.

“It shows that this
model was not made for 

the peoplesof the forest, for 
those wholive and work 

there with another logic of 
development and relationship

with the land”.

According to him, the agroecological 
practices of traditional populations allow 
generating 692 billion dollars in the Amazon 
alone, which demonstrates that another 
socio-environmental model is possible, with 
economic profitability and guaranteeing the 
rights of populations and the environment.

*Luna Gámez is an independent journalist, 
specializing in environmental and human rights. 
Based in Brazil and with extensive experience 
in the Amazon, she has also worked on projects 
at the Latin American level and was a social 
development consultant for ECLAC, United 
Nations, in Chile. She has a master’s degree in 
anthropology and works with political theater and 
grassroots projects, as well.
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Well-being (“buen vivir”), community 
ancestral knowledge to break with 

predatory extractivism
*By Caróu Oliveira

of minerals, making the interests of mining 
companies a priority over the interests of 
other groups. Considering this challenge, 
Coelho presented breakthrough proposals, 
which already exist in traditional practices.

Agroecology and 
Cooperativism

This is the case with agroecology and 
family farming. Family farming, with a 
view mainly to subsistence and based 
on agroecology, is already practiced by 
several communities. Besides diversifying 
economic production, it strengthens and 
respects traditional ways and ties.

Solidarity and cooperativism, on the 
other hand, make up another proposition 
with the potential to break the mineral-
dependency. In some territories, and 
understanding its specific challenges, 
solidarity-based tourism is also an 
alternative for diversification that can 
replace the despoiling economy of mineral-
dependency.

Reiterating that dependency is not only 
economic, Tadzio included among the 
propositions the creation of people’s 
councils of mineral policy, of a deliberative 
nature, since the merely advisory councils 
are ineffective. These Councils would 
supervise and monitor extractivist projects 
and a possible transition to greater 
production diversity.

Reaffirming a large part of the 
premises discussed during the 
Seminar, the webinar “Social control 

and economic alternatives: challenges 
for social movements” stirred important 
discussions and a closing to the magnitude 
of the themes discussed during the event. 
The activity that ended the event also gave 
rise to a powerful common construction, as 
the anthropologist, Franciscan layperson 
and secretary of Churches and Mining 
Network (I&M), Moema Miranda pointed 
out:

“The social control 
exercised by mining companies 
and despoiling conglomerates 

was made evident, but the 
presence of the grassroots 

powers towards a new world 
was stronger, kept alive by 

traditional peoples. There is a 
need for a public and political 

commitment, in addition 
to a radical change in the 

interpretation of the economy 
and the relationship with 

the land.”

The initial speech of Tadzio Peters Coelho, 
professor of Social Sciences at the Federal 
University of Viçosa, is a good example of 
this need for radical change. He introduced 
the concept of mineral-dependency, the 
relation of submission of the productive 
structure of a municipality to the extraction 
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“Buen vivir” – Well-
being

Member of the Commission for Integral 
Ecology and Mining of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and of the 
ecclesial Panamazonic Network (REPAM), 
writer and composer Roberto Malvezzi, 
known as Gogó, reported a diversity 
of experiences in this regard, recalling 
the inclusion, by Pope Francisco, of the 
concepts of agroecology and well-living or 
well-being (translating the Andean concept 
of “buen vivir”) in his encyclical “Caring for 
the Common House”. 

Transposed in a book by Alberto Acosta, 
the concept of “buen vivir” deals with the 
tactics long lived by the original peoples, 
in social relationships and in relation to 
nature. This is an important milestone 
for thinking about the challenges posed 
to economic alternatives, as it deals with 
a utopia that comes from the original 
peoples, a utopia that is created and put 
into practice based on the wisdom that 
comes from these peoples. This is also an 
important milestone for an epistemological 
change, even for allies. Gogó recalls the 
criticism of “primitive” communism, seen 
as a backward proposal to overcome the 
exploitation and destruction of the land, but 
still present in the 21st century in the ways 
of living of indigenous peoples.

Collectivity as a basis
Moema Miranda began her participation by 
pointing out that today we are experiencing 
a crisis like no other human generation 
experienced, a crisis of rupture of the 
civilizational pact and of depletion of natural 
resources. As she recalled, this is a time 

when there is no land for everyone in the 
world, a “world without world for everyone”, 
at least not on this basis of capitalism, mining 
and extraction that, as Ailton Krenak points 
out, needs, for its existence, that at least 
one third of the population be eliminated. 
As a Franciscan lay person, Moema makes 
the point of remembering that even from a 
religious, Catholic point of view, salvation 
lacks a community perspective; however, 
there is no individual salvation of the soul 
if it is based on the destruction of what is 
common.

In this disruptive scenario, Moema sees, 
as a way out, a way of doing politics that 
is imbued with lovingness, where radicality, 
in the face of the challenges of our time, 
resides in the creation of new and deep 
political ties. She borrowed the words of 
writer Conceição Evaristo to emphasize 
that the struggle must, first, be committed 
to life, that is, if they agree to kill us and our 
way of life on a daily basis, we will respond 
by agreeing not to die.

Finally, agricultural engineer and 
agronomist, Xoán Carlos Sanchez Couto, 
of Justiça nos Trilhos, organized his 
presentation along three lines: resistances, 
transitions and alternatives. His words, 
closing the meeting, show an optimistic 
tone in the power of change, present in 
all contributions. Xoán believes that the 
existing resistances, once strengthened, 
will move towards the alternatives sought.

The defense of the land, to maintain the 
territory, as well as agroecology, solidarity 
economy, the defense of food traditions 
and agrobiodiversity are ways of defending 
the land from capitalist extractive advances 
and destruction. In politics, this resistance 
occurs and can be strengthened by the 
defense of the agri-food system, the 

Webinar 5: Social control and economic alternatives: challenges for social movements 03/19/21



26 www.seminariopovosnatureza.org

also defended the “agroecology of women 
and children”, an understanding of nature, 
present in women and children, which values 
abundance and diversity.

When asked about the post-Bolsonaro and 
post-pandemic world, the guests agreed 
that, first, it is necessary to put an end to the 
pandemic and the setbacks represented by 
the Bolsonaro government. They stressed 
that, even before this genocidal politics, 
social movements were already organizing 
themselves to stop the despoiling policies 
and already pointed out that fascism was 
not created out of nothing, but “was awaken 
from the soul” of Brazilian society.

The debaters pointed out that the post-
pandemic world will still be pandemic, 
reiterating the need for organization and 
struggle, and for dialogue with anyone who 
is open to dialogue, without ever giving up. 
As the grassroots artist Camila Reis sang, in 
the exciting cultural closing of the seminar, 
“life for black people is fighting against 
death”.

denunciation of the agri-food monopoly, 
invasive mining and agribusiness as 
predatory systems that do not stop even 
in the face of the pandemic, in which we 
have been living for more than a year, not 
to mention the fight against pesticides and 
the lobby of the soybean Congressional 
caucus.

Transition paths
Pointing out paths, the transition to 
other alternatives can take place, first 
of all, through a different understanding 
of economics, fostering an alternative 
approach to economic science, as in 
ecological economics, which is socially 
based and focused primarily on meeting 
basic needs of society and respecting 
planetary limits.

The circular economy, which understands that 
closing cycles is a necessity for maintaining 
life, is another alternative. Closing nutrient 
cycles as well as direct producer-to-consumer 
commercial relationships are examples 
of the need to respect this closure. Xoán 

*Caróu Oliveira is a historian, Master’s student in Social History at Unifesp, co-founder of the History of 
Disputes: Disputes of History Project. (www.historiadadisputa.com) and believes that big cities produce death.   
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“Communication is the sharing of the common. In an event 
about peoples, nature and insurgencies, the main challenge of 
communication was not to lose the sense of what community 

means. Everyone contributes, helps and joins in on the 
“common” purpose of informing (and teaching) in the most 

vivid way possible. For this, the Seminar had a wonderful team 
of professional and grassroots communicators, journalists and 

designers. Before, during and after the event, we experienced an 
extraordinarily rich learning process together.”

Idayane Ferreira
(Justiça nos Trilhos)
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Prior, free and informed consultation and 
consent are contested rights in Brazil
*By Lívia Alcântara

In 2017, the Abacatal Quilombola Community, in Ananindeua, Pará, where 153 families live, 
built its autonomous consultation protocol, pressured by the different economic undertakings 
that already affected and that would come to affect the territory. According to quilombola 

Vanuza Cardoso, who holds a bachelor’s degree in anthropology, when the community was 
introduced to Convention 169 of UN International Labor Organization, the community began 
to see that it could demand the right to be consulted in other situations. And so it happened on 
the occasion of the elaboration of the municipal master plan, that is, the urban planning that 
happens every 10 years and during which decisions interfering in their lives are made.

“The first consultation through the protocol was the master 
plan, where our territory was able to suppress some projects that 

wouldcome, such as the port within the community, in Caminho das 
Pedras, which is the sacred place that my ancestors built. We even 

included a two-km buffer area around the territory for any project. 
It was a hit-and-run consultation, but we did it, unlike other times

when things happened over our heads.” 

      According to ILO Convention 169, “protocols for consultation and free, prior and informed 
consent” are documents prepared by traditional peoples (indigenous, quilombolas, among 
others) that establish the rules for the consultation process to be carried out by the State 
in relation to communities. The international treaty, as well as the Brazilian Constitution of 
1988, guarantees the right to free, prior and informed consultation in cases where there are 
legislative or administrative measures that may affect traditional peoples and communities.

    Although the right to consultation is protected by Convention 169, to which Brazil has 
been a signatory since 2002, it is not always enforced. In the case of Abacatal, the protocol 
was created to respond to the construction of Rodovia Liberdade, which connects the capital 
Belém to the interior of the state. But even before dealing with this enterprise, the quilombolas 
had to face the construction of the Marituba Substation, property of private concessionaire 
Equatorial Energy S.A., which went into operation in September 2020. In neither case the 
State consulted the community.

“The right thing to do was that, when the electric power 
agency was going to carry out the auction process to grant 

the administrative act of exploration concession to the energy 
transmission company, it would pass that decision through the 

consultation process”, analyzes the public defender Jhony Giffoni. 
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          In an attempt to ensure that their customs and laws are respected, traditional peoples and 
communities have been creating initiatives to exercise self-determination and self-recognition, 
with consultation protocols being an example of this, explains Professor Liana Amin Lima da Silva, a 
member of the Observatory of Community Protocols for Consultation and Prior Free and Informed 
Consent. According to her, by March 2021, 52 autonomous protocols had been finalized in Brazil. 

Regulation of consultation 
and environmental licensing

     Consultation is a right of traditional peoples and communities, even if they have not 
developed their autonomous protocols. However, the document became effective as a legal 
alternative in Brazil as of 2014, after the federal government’s attempts in 2012 to regulate 
the process, under the argument that it was necessary to standardize the approach of federal 
institutions to the subject.

      During the dialogue, the Attorney General’s Office (AGU) issued Ordinance No. 303 
allowing various activities in indigenous territories regardless of consultation with those 
affected. This fact was an affront to the consultation process itself, which culminated in the 
withdrawal from the negotiation table of indigenous people and later of quilombola leaders. 
According to Jhony Giffoni, as a result of this dispute, Interministerial Ordinance No. 60 of 
March 24, 2015 was issued, which establishes the administrative procedures for government 
agencies (Funai, Ibama, Ministry of Health, Iphan and Fundação Palmares) in environmental 
licensing processes.

       For the public defender, these bodies, in an attempt to regulate the ordinance, begin to 
confuse consultation as a phase of the environmental licensing process.

“Consultation is not a phase of licensing, it cannot be 
confused with the study of indigenous and quilombola 

components, which are indeed linked to licensing. 
All administrative acts should be subject to consultation.” 

     This intentional confusion became sedimented in Ordinance 01/2018 of the Palmares 
Cultural Foundation (FCP) and has recently been advanced at state level. The states of Paraná 
(IAT – Normative Instruction 07/2020) and Maranhão (Sema – Ordinance 76/2019), through 
administrative acts, regulated the consultation in a wrong way and against the principles of 
Convention 169.

         The first mistake is that these administrative acts give consultancies the power to identify 
the impacted communities, but it is the communities themselves who must say whether they are 
affected, explains Jhony Giffoni. The second problem is to confuse Interministerial Ordinance 
60/2015 with consultation. The ordinance concerns licensing and not the right to consultation.
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After the protocol was created, the 
Munduruku continue to exercise their 
right to self-determination. During 
Christmas 2019, for example, a group 
of women and shamans rescued 
their sacred urns that were held in 
the Natural History Museum of Alta 
Floresta, in Mato Grosso.

*Lívia Alcântara is a journalist and doctor 
in sociology and works as a consultant in 
socioenvironmental communication.
Twitter: @liviaalcantaraM

        In addition, for the defender, the administrative acts of Paraná and Maranhão determine 
that the consultation should take place only at the licensing stage, while it should start even 
before the licensing. 

“The consultation has to be done whenever there is 
an administrative act or law that violates the ways 

of life of traditional peoples.”

           Pará has also been trying to promote consultation regulation. In October 2019, Governor 
Helder Barbalho (MDB) published a decree creating a Work Group for the task, which is 
stalled due to the pandemic.

Protocols as instruments of struggle
       In spite of the constant violations of the right to consultation, the protocols can be a 
process of internal mobilization of the communities. Aware of these violations, Marcos Motta of 
Eastern Amazon Forum (FAOR) argues that the protocols should not be understood as an end 
in themselves. For him, the document itself does not save communities, but opens important 
processes of mobilization. The socio-environmental activist followed the implementation of 
the consultation protocol with the Munduruku people, finalized in 2017, and points out that the 
great teaching of this people was to outline other strategies for the defense of the territory, 
parallel and combined with the realization of the protocol.

Threatened by the construction of hydroelectric dams in the Tapajós basin, the Munduruku 
took almost a year to hold workshops and assemblies for the construction of the document, 
which covered a population of more than 13,000 people. In parallel, they carried out different 
actions, such as the inspection of their lands, the strengthening of territorial surveillance, the 
confrontation of invaders, the alliance with historically rival neighbors, such as the Mangabal 
riverside inhabitants, and the self-demarcation of the Sawré Muybu Indigenous Land.
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Infrastructure projects: devastation 
paths in the territories

*Pedro Ribeiro Nogueira

The community of Cajueiro, in Maranhão capital’s rural area, is facing the construction, in 
its secular territory, of a port by Chinese company China Communications Construction, 
with devastating impacts on the environment and the way of life of hundreds of families. 

Riverside dwellers and urban residents of Santarém, Pará, on the banks of the Tapajós river, 
are still dealing with the effects of the construction, in 2003, of a port belonging to transnational 
Cargill, which robbed them of beaches, leisure and daily living sites, fishing and even an 
archaeological site, changing forever life in that place. 
      
      In Abaetetuba, in the region of Baixo Tocantins, in Pará, quilombola communities face 
the emergence of ports and ships for the transportation of soybeans. Back in Maranhão, the 
quilombo Santa Rosa dos Pretos, in the rural area of Itapecuru-Mirim, sees the duplication of 
BR 135 highway, corridor for the transport of iron and soybeans, threatening more than 345 
houses and expanding the scars in its territory, already broken apart by the newly duplicated 
Carajás Railroad (EFC), in addition to the Transnordestina Railway and five lines of high-
voltage energy.

Why are places so distant from each other 
experiencing such similar things??

      
      That was the question that Diana Aguiar, a postdoctoral researcher in the Graduate Program 
of Social Sciences in Development, Agriculture and Society (CPDA) at the Federal Rural 
University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRRJ), used to conduct the mini-course “Major infrastructure 
projects and conflicts in the territories”, held on March 18, during the International Seminar 
on Human Rights and Business “Peoples, communities, nature: insurgencies in the face of 
predatory extractivism”.

To find answers, Diana, in the role of mediator, invited Sara Pereira, an educator and 
riverside dweller from Santarém, Pará; Miguel Nery, quilombola leadership in Southern 
Tocantins, Pará; and Clóvis Amorim, from Cajueiro, who was unable to participate due to 
internet connection problems. Based on the reports of resistance in the territories and the 
testimonies of environmental and cultural devastation, the guests helped to bring out common 
points around states and companies’ projects and their local impacts.

How do the projects arrive?
     Both Miguel and Sara spoke of the “siren song”. In other words, how infrastructure projects 
offer “jobs and income”, but decades of experience show another reality.

“It is a false narrative because it does not bring the benefits promised. We see that our 
communities do not need mega infrastructures that are not designed for the region. We live in 
hotbeds of water, land, fauna and forest. And the outlook of big companies and governments 
on them is exploration to the last drop,” said Sara. Instead of prosperity for the peoples, there 
is the production of misery for the communities.
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Path of devastation
         Forests felled by loggers, open-air mining areas, broken dams, burnings, opening of 
pastures for cattle and cattle pasture turning into soybean fields... are all forms of environmental 
destruction taking place in this country. The products of mining and agribusiness needs to 
be transported through waterways, railways and highways. These infrastructures cross the 
territories and increase the damage and devastation of the regions that they cross or that they 
will cross.

Recently, the North and Northeast regions have been the target of a series of new logistics 
ventures. A good part of them, explains Diana, is linked to the Arco Norte project, started with 
the Growth Acceleration Program (PAC) of the governments of Lula and Dilma Rousseff.

These ventures correspond to the soybean boom in the interior of Brazil, which made the 
country the world’s largest producer and exporter of the grain.

As the production of soy went more and more to the north, it began to reach regions with 
greater indigenous presence, extractive communities and riverside communities, altering the 
ways of life of these communities. “In addition, the soy territories have been moving further 
and further away from the established flow routes. Arco Norte became the great project of 
rural capitalism implementing a huge agrarian and mining expansion”, details the researcher.

“The result of all of this is huge devastation. To make way, 
you need to destroy the forest, suppress native vegetation and 

whoever lives there has to live with railroads and roads crossing 
and dumping dust, running over lives, dropping grains. These 

infrastructure projects connect the destiny of those who are being 
evicted, suffering from pesticides, land grabbers, monoculture, 
with communities crossed by railways and outflow corridors.”

Infrastructure ventures, the researcher continues, not only cause devastation, but also 
make possible new devastations, as they bring new opportunities for those who want to mine, 
explore and trade their products.

 Currently, of the ten main soybean outflow points, five are in the Amazon: São Luís, 
Barcarena, Itacoatiara, Santarém and Porto Velho.

“Today there are massive traffic jams on waterways, 
as well as on the roads. These waterways drop grains, 

full of pesticides, into the rivers, which will serve 
as food for the fish that will be consumed by the 
riverside populations. It is a path of devastation.”
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Ox-Soy Cycle
More than 80% of Brazilian soy goes to China and most of this export will be used to feed 

animals, such as pigs, birds and oxen. Here in Brazil, cattle feed mainly on pasture. “When we look 
at the problem of deforestation, it seems that soybeans are not the problem, because 80% are 
being deforested for pasture, 10% for various commodities and 10% for urban and road structures”.

But there is an inseparable relationship between soy and meat. This is because, in addition 
to serving as food, it also expands over areas that were previously dedicated to pasture. “Where 
cattle were raised, soybeans are planted. And that will push both livestock and soy to the north in a 
second phase. You take the North region and see that in the 1970s there was almost no livestock. 
And today it is the second largest meat producer in the country”, he explains.

The expansion of soy also impacts the production of basic foods, such as rice, beans and 
cassava. More and more rice production has been leaving family farming. Maranhão was once 
one of the largest rice producers in the country and lost space in this process. The rise in prices of 
staple foods for Brazilians has a lot to do with the expansion of monocultures destined to export.

Bolsonaro’s government
      Bolsonaro’s presidential agenda weekly shows the president inaugurating some stretch of 
highway – even if it was not started in his government. The current administration does not hide its 
mission, resuming the tradition of Brazilian military to clear and build highways, ports and railways, 
such as the Trans Amazonian roadway, built during the military dictatorship and responsible for the 
extermination of several indigenous peoples.

In addition to the construction of BR 230 (Transamazônica), BR 210, known as the northern 
perimeter, and BR 163 were responsible for the deaths of eight thousand indigenous people of 
different ethnicities, according to investigations by the National Truth Commission.

           Not by chance, Tarcísio de Freitas, Minister of Infrastructure, is considered a “super minister” 
of the current government. Researcher Diana Aguiar revealed a speech by the minister in which 
he is proud of the works and the transfer of port and road concessions to the private sector.

“Today, we have the largest concession 
program in the world. There is no other such vigorous 

asset transfer program to private enterprises.”  
(Speech by Minister Freitas)

          In another speech, Freitas mocked the suggestion of the Public Ministry that the North-South 
Railway, in the stretch between Uruaçu (GO) and Porto Nacional (TO), be used for passenger 
trains. “Have you already arranged a party with your family in Porto Nacional? What will pass 
there is cargo, grain, liquid and fertilizer. This is the vocation of the railroad”. This caused Diana 
to provoke: what would railroads be like if they were at the service of the people?
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Other ways of living
Commodity routes, places and methods of production indefinitely perpetuate the colonial 

model. They create environmental devastation, misery for the communities, and resources 
for very few. And more: in times of pandemic, it is necessary to think about how animal bred 
viruses arise and how pathogens are transmitted (often through international routes). The 
minister’s speech shows that this model has everything in mind, except people and territories.

“The pandemic brings the challenge of thinking that 
the extractivist model is the driving force behind pandemics, 

this model of expropriating wealth will generate dozens of 
pandemics. How long will we tolerate processes that violate 

bodies and peoples and biodiversity in the territories?”

For Diana, monoculture is also a way of thinking: it infiltrates and puts an end to the 
possibility of people imagining other futures. With capitalism in crisis, with few companies 
controlling soy technology, with fewer large landowners and in the middle of a pandemic, what 
are the ways out?

“It is only through the common strength of experiences,
the networking of territories and the resistance of peoples

that we will be able to face this together.”

The researcher believes that we need to think about new pacts, which do not benefit only 
a specific class. She cited researcher Camila Moreno who wrote a book showing that much of 
the iron extracted from Brazil, in Carajás, is stored in empty buildings in China, in ghost towns 
that serve only for real estate speculation. It is difficult to defend a mode of production that 
causes so much suffering just to generate ghost towns and money in the hands of investors 
as immaterial as those cities.

The transition, according to Diana, involves rethinking consumption styles and having a 
new model of society. For riverside educator Sara Pereira, the path lies in the ways of life of 
the peoples of the forest and the waters.

“Our infrastructure is different. It is the one that promotes 
the organic and harmonious coexistence of communities 

with the river and the environment. Our logistics are the logistics
of the sources of life. We are facing a confrontation between opposing 

world perspectives, profit, on one hand, and life, on the other”.

*Pedro Ribeiro Nogueira is a journalist, translator and independent audiovisual producer. He works mainly 
with issues related to human rights, social struggles, drugs and the socio-environmental issue.
Contact: ribeironogueirapedro@gmail.com / Twitter: @draomcqueen
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Work Groups
Check the production of the Work Groups in the proceedings 

of the seminar: www.seminariopovosnatureza.org/anais 

http://www.seminariopovosnatureza.org/anais
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The Work Group “Territories, 
resistances, autonomies and new 
territorialities” brought together 

research that demonstrated the strategies 
of mining companies and agribusiness, 
in collusion with the State, to attack the 
territories of traditional peoples and, 
consequently, their existence. Such 
activities in themselves have a direct 
impact on the supply of natural resources, 
which are essential for food, housing and 
culture of these communities.

The surrender of the territory to the 
interests of foreign capital, promoted on a 
large scale by federal, state and municipal 
governments, constitutes a “state-
business alliance”, which leads to illegal 
land occupation or even formally-legalized 
appropriation through the so-called Land 
Grabbing, concentration of large portions 
of land by transnational corporations on the 
African and Latin American continents, for 
example, destined for monoculture, mining, 
tourism and other mega-enterprises.

The primacy of private interests fostered 
by the State allows for largely applied 
practices in the country, a form of 
economic dependence and class struggle 
that transcends national borders. As 
reiterated by many presentations, it is 
a form of neocolonialism, land grabbing 
in developing regions that have become 
extremely dependent on foreign capital. 

State-Business Alliance: strategies of 
capitalist plunder and possibilities for 

uprisings of people and traditional 
communities
*By Caróu Oliveira

In addition, the regions explored become 
victims of various social problems arising 
from this plundering system, from harm to 
health to the worsening of social issues, 
such as prostitution, precarious work 
and the depletion of land in its multiple 
traditional meanings.

The launch base of Alcântara and the 
international port of Itaqui are examples 
of mega-enterprises that disrespect the 
right to life of quilombola communities, in 
which the Brazilian State acts to dismantle 
communities, ignoring Convention 169 
of the International Labor Organization. 
Signed by Brazil, it provides the basis for 
the creation of autonomous protocols for 
prior consultation and free and informed 
consent to traditional peoples and 
communities. Protocols are defended as 
instruments for the expression of the right 
of traditional peoples and communities, 
formally presented to the State.

Violations on land
and water

Infrastructure works are also part of this 
composition of new territorialities and, 
therefore, of the search and adaptation of 
forms of resistance by traditional peoples 
and communities. An example of this is 
the fight for water in the Tapajós River 
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basin, where the construction of several 
hydroelectric projects has left behind a 
series of environmental crimes and human 
and labor rights violations, deepening 
inequalities. On the other hand, the 
transport network also plays an important 
role, since it can be the vector of the so-
called progress that destroys communities 
and traditional forms of land occupation, but 
also, in their absence, isolate communities 
from each other and these from urban 
centers, often sought as a space for the 
commercial exchange of surplus products.

Dismantling strategies
If, on one hand, the territory is sold and 
appropriated by the State-enterprise 
alliance, on the other, this alliance also 
operates, in different ways, the dismantling 
and the weakening of communities that 
resist the expropriation of their territories.

One of the dismantling strategies applied 
by mining companies is represented by 
social projects through which they invest a 
very small amount of money, as compared 
to their profits, and still gain visibility with 
such projects meant to mitigate their own 
damages, defended as sustainable. “’They 
called it a partnership, but it is colonization”.

The “commodity-people”, as Davi 
Kopenawa calls white people dedicated 
to capitalist profit, do not modify “only” 
the natural landscape, but also transform 
non-capitalist relations into capitalist ones, 
changing the culture and the relationship 
with the land. Among the transformations 
caused by the presence of the despoiling 
enterprises, there is also a masculinization 
of the territory, which sees power relations 

WG1: Territories, resistances, autonomies and new territorialities      15 and 16/03/21

being locked in paternalistic, patriarchal 
and sexist patterns with an exponential 
increase in male presence and male logic 
in the territory.

Restarts and uprisings
In the works presented during the Work 
Group “Territories, resistances, autonomies 
and new territorialities”, the attempts of 
traditional peoples and communities to 
recover and preserve fauna, flora, land, 
territory and customs were highlighted. In 
this attempt, there are several initiatives, 
from re-occupations, new settlements, 
new quilombo formations, as well as 
the strengthening of traditional common 
practices, such as collective task forces in 
the fields and the sharing of surpluses.

Also noteworthy are the productive and not-
spoliative income-generating alternatives, 
such as community-based tourism and 
even the production of new agro-ecological 
items, such as beer in the Roseli Nunes 
rural settlement in Mato Grosso.

It is these communities that, swimming 
against the current and opposing the 
destruction of their ways of life and their 
natural space, collectively build the 
material conditions for their reproduction. 
In addition, they reinforce, renew and 
pass on, from generation to generation, 
practices of mutual support, traditions and 
oral history.

*Caróu Oliveira is a historian, master’s student 
in Social History at Unifesp, co-founder of the 
History of Disputes: Disputes of History Project 
(www.historiadadisputa.com) and believes that 
big cities produce death.
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Defense of memory: defense of 
territory and life
*By Caróu Oliveira

WG2: Memories, stories and struggles for recognition 15 and 16/03/21

The Work Group “Memories, stories and 
struggles for recognition” constituted 
an intense panorama of stories of 

resistance based on the geographic and 
epistemological territory of traditional 
cultures. Put in place across the country 
to hide or silence traditional communities 
– in this context labelled as “poor” – the 
government’s initiatives of expropriation, 
repossession or re-urbanization are 
evidence not only of the dispute over the 
territory. They are also attempts to erase 
peoples’ memory in the urban context, 
constituting what sociologist Maria Ecy 
Lopes de Castro called during the event 
“organized structure of forgetfulness”, a 
coordinated form of expropriation of the 
land and attempts at the expropriation of 
memory.

The hypocrisy of the denial of memory is 
evident in the case of the Cariri people who 
inhabit Crato, state of Ceará. Although the 
city of Crato has an indigenous headdress 
on its flag, the Cariri indigenous occupation 
in the region is not registered or recognized, 
which leads to the denial or postponement 
of the right to land ownership.

In the Work Group it was evident how the 
defense of memory mixes with the defense 
of the territory, which in turn means the 
defense of life itself. If there is anything 
preserved, says historian Carla Cristina 
Barros Pinheiro, it is because people feel 
called to do it, for the sake of the natural 
space and of themselves.

Reading the land
As a resident of the Coragem camp, in 
the municipality of Palmeiras do Tocantins 
(TO), says, “despite being illiterate, what I 

can read is the land”. When this knowledge 
and the territory for doing this are lost, the 
meaning and the maintenance of life are 
lost. “It is not the territory that belongs to 
us, we belong to the territory,” says Maria 
Máxima, presenting the struggle of the Rio 
dos Cachorros community, in the rural area 
of São Luís, the capital of Maranhão.

It is evident, in several works presented, 
how the memory of what has been remains 
in the body and in the doing of traditional 
communities, whether in the extraction of 
cassava flour – the true gold of the land –, 
or in fishing and riverside ways of life, or yet 
in the preservation of traditional festivities 
and the relationship with the Enchanted 
Ones.

And the territory is strongly related 
to memory and the ways of life: once 
destroyed the relationship or occupation 
of the territory, the culture and the ways of 
life will also be destroyed. This culture and 
way of life are not possible, for traditional 
peoples, in territories other than those 
occupied by their ancestors. As Maria 
Máxima says, “no one wins when nature 
loses.”

Maintenance and 
rescue

The maintenance and rescue of these 
memories found different methodologies in 
the works presented. If in Sapeaçu, Bahia, 
the use of heritage albums was a resource 
for remembrance through iconography 
combined with orality, Terreno do Egito (a 
sacred space), in the rural area of the capital 
of Maranhão, was reconstructed by means 
of orality and storytelling. As emphasized in 
the presentation, the Terreiro did not cease 
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to exist, nor was it extinct: just because 
there is no physical structure, it does not 
mean that its significance disappears.

As a method to reconstruct the memory of 
what was, but also as a way of systematizing 
the memory for what is to come, the Work 
Group “Memories, stories and struggles for 
recognition” opened space for a profusion 
of documentaries, such as the one about 
the Crab Festival in Porto do Mocajutuba, 
in Paço do Lumiar (MA), which, despite 
the lack of data about the event, serves as 
a means of identity and belonging for the 
community.

The organization of video memories took 
the form of poetry, such as in “Land of the 
Enchanted of Santa Rosa dos Pretos”, 
about the relationship between people and 
the “Encantados” in the struggle for the 
defense of the quilombola territory in the 
rural area of Itapecuru-Mirim (MA), and 
in the representation of the arduous and 
devalued production of cassava.

Another characteristic of several of the 
works presented was teamwork, with a great 
diversity of projects signed and presented 
by various names, not only of researchers 
linked to universities, but also by the people 
of the researched communities, inserting 
themselves in the process as co-authors and 
subjects of research, more than mere objects.

Memory, as has been demonstrated, is 
not only a record of what happened, but 
also a discovery of new perspectives and 
interpretations, such as the experience of 
freedom lived in post-abolition daily life in 
Itapecuru-Mirim, which shows new horizons 
for the interpretation of black autonomy in 
that period. It was in the devolution and the 
treatment of the land that some freedom 
was actually experienced.

This Work Group showed that the defense 
and dispute for the territory take place 
on the ground, and also in the field of 
memory, which is not easily erased, 
but can be stolen or weakened. In this 
sense, there is a need for the university 
and other agencies producing knowledge 
to not only recognize but “learn to learn” 
from the territory and its people. If, on one 
hand, although slowly, university chairs 
are occupied by people from traditional 
communities, on the other, the university 
still resists understanding quilombola and 
other traditional experiences as counter-
colonial practices, the very counter-colonial 
stance that the university today intends to 
theorize and discuss.

*Caróu Oliveira is a historian, master’s student 
in Social History at Unifesp, co-founder of the 
History of Disputes: Disputes of History Project 
(www.historiadadisputa.com) and believes that 
big cities produce death.

WG2: Memories, stories and struggles for recognition             15 and 16/03/21

Making possible spaces for reflection on the serious processes of 
exploitation that plague us with the expansion of predatory extractivism has 
been a goal, a path and a struggle. They are “territorialized” in the meetings, 

in the works, in the words that made the Seminary a stronghold from our 
small individual places. The strength comes from the voices that echo, from 

Mr. Justo, from Flaviano, from Sister Anne, from many witnesses, who tell us 
and ask us: “who said we are nothing? If we are here, it is because someone 

resisted”, thus turning the moment into a time of communion. Arrows of 
hope launched against the different forms of oppression, for more trees, 

water, respect, collectivity, fertile soil and seeds!

Cíndia Brustolin
(GEDMMA/UFMA)
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Source of knowledge and permanence: 
black and native women bring the 

territory within
*By Ingrid Barros 

WG3: Women, body and territory – gender and ethnic-racial issues in territorial 
struggles 15 and 16/03/21

Monday, March 15, 2021. A very 
rainy morning in Maranhão. More 
precisely in the regions close to 

the capital, São Luís. Between water and 
problems of connectivity, in this online 
universe in which the pandemic has placed 
us, the first moment of the International 
Seminar on Human Rights and Business 
begins with the Work Groups.

Coordinated by Anacleta Pires, Madian 
Frazão and Joana Emmerick, the WG 
“Gender and ethnic-racial issues in territorial 
struggles” brought together researchers 
from different parts of the country to reflect, 
from a gender perspective, on contexts 
of urban and rural territorial struggles, 
human rights violations, structural and 
environmental racism, the consequences 
of mining and agribusiness, as well as 
to analyze the processes of women’s 
insurgency in the protection of their bodies-
territories and sacred spaces. “Hearing 
the truth coming from the feeling. And that 
truth appeared on paper but started from 
the steps on the ground”, says Anacleta 
when referring to the processes of listening 
and involvement among those who ask 
for permission to enter the territories and 
those who tell their stories of struggle.

So did Thamires Meirelles, from Rio de 
Janeiro, when making her research on 
“Care practices as a tool for resistance 
and political organization for quilombola 
women: counter-colonial reflections”. In 
her work she set out to think about the role 
of black women within political struggles 
and organizations, since their insurgent 

practices have always been historically 
inserted in the construction of resistance 
strategies in their territories. Main subjects 
of struggle and also the most negatively 
affected, “they are the ones who daily 
reformulate the concept of care, in a 
transgressive perspective, from their 
traditional knowledge and technologies, 
and their own worldview”, points out 
Thamires.

Quilombolas, indigenous, babassu coconut 
breakers, backland inhabitants, campesino: 
women of innumerable identities that act in 
the defense of the land in all dimensions, 
the physical, spiritual, political, cultural and 
economic, where the fight, the territory 
and its relations with the water, drums and 
forests, are sacred. As Silmara Moraes and 
Jaqueline Vaz, from Maranhão, showed us 
in “Women and their Territories – Care for 
the Territory”: in their work it is possible to 
hear the voices and see the female face of 
the struggles.

They are the ones who bring the territory 
in their body, from knowledge inherited 
from their ancestors, in the way of creating 
and living, in their relations with herbs and 
plants, with home remedies, in keeping 
seeds, in healing bottles, in celebrations 
and liturgical songs.

“In the majority, it is women 
who take care of springs, 

“terreiros” (sadred dancing 
places, editor’s note), churches, 

dwelling places of the 
“Encantados” and of the cashew 

“I’m going to drink water in the sky, the “caixeira” (female drum 
player, editor’s note) invited me, I’m going to drink water in the sky”.
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identified even within the communities 
themselves, in which they suffer internal 
territorial violence, caused by partners 
in their homes or by companions in the 
struggle, excluding them from political 
decision-making. “Women guardians are 
tired of being in the fight and not being 
recognized”, reflects Madian Frazão.

Still, they resist. They struggle in their 
daily activities. Be it mango gatherers from 
the coast of Sergipe or babassu coconut 
breakers in Maranhão; be it women against 
mining in Piquiá de Baixo, in Açailândia, 
Maranhão, or those facing the impacts of 
soy in the Pampas biome; whether they 
are at the head of the Negro Movement 
in Uruguaiana or those of Quilombo de 
Machadinha, in Rio de Janeiro. They 
are women who build an anti-hegemony 
feminism, being true sources of knowledge, 
wisdom and theoretical frameworks, 
especially for the university and academic 
environment.

As quilombola Anacleta Pires da Silva 
would say, “the academic world is outside 
the walls. It is in the mind, bodies and 
feelings. It’s in relationships”. The fight 
for the territory is not possible without 
the protagonism of women, just like the 
Divine’s feast, it is not possible without 
the “caixeira” (female drum player, editor’s 
note). “Momma got me my “caixeira” 
certificate without knowing it. And I got it 
with the drum in my lap and drumstick in 
hand. I’m a “caixeira” until I die.”

*Ingrid Barros (Maranhão) is an independent 
communicator, working in photography and 
audiovisual, based in São Luís, Maranhão. She 
works in defense of traditional peoples and 
communities and other human rights issues, as 
well as folks’ culture. She has collaborated with 
national and international independent news 
outlets, with a communication team in articulating 
the Web of Traditional Peoples and Communities 
of Maranhão, and other organizations linked to 
countryside populations.
Instagram: @ _ingridbarros /

trees that make the shade where 
the community gathers. The thirst 

for profit comes and takes all of 
this”, says Jaqueline.

In addition to racism and the aggression by 
large enterprises, mining and agribusiness, 
black women, non-white and of traditional 
communities, are constantly silenced. 
This is shown by part of the research 
“Environmental Racism and Human Rights 
Violations in the Rio Doce Disaster”, 
presented by Mariana Sobral and Rafael 
Campos, from the state of Espírito Santo, 
where they reveal how the Renova 
Foundation, after the disaster of the 
rupture of Vale S.A., Samarco and BHP’s 
dams and the contamination of the entire 
environmental and social chain around the 
Doce River, within its reparation protocols, 
ended up reinforcing the patriarchal 
structure that ignores women’s financial 
and economic autonomy.

 “When the Renova 
Foundation started to register 

affected people, it applied 
the old concept of “head of 

the family”. Of all the people 
they heard, only 39% were 

women. In addition to that,
they held meetings and 

asked, “who is responsible 
for finance?”. It is a disaster that 
has color and that has gender”, 

says Mariana.

The intersectionality between racism, 
machismo and social class disputes is also 
the theme of the work “Black intersectional 
feminism in the fight against environmental 
racism – a reflection”, by Ana Pontes, from 
Pernambuco. In her work she reflects on 
how black women have a strong impact 
inside and outside the communities. 
Thus, in addition to being the protectors of 
ancestral knowledge, carrying the territory 
in their bodies, they also face sabotages, 
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Land on the agenda: discussions on agrarian 
conflicts and the renewal of mechanisms for 

the theft of land by investors
*By Giovana Kury

DIn view of the scenario of increased 
agrarian conflicts in Brazil, it is 
necessary to put on the agenda the 

various cases of struggle and resistance 
of traditional communities. That was the 
function of the International Seminar on 
Human Rights and Business “Peoples, 
communities, nature: insurgencies in the 
face of predatory extractivism”, which took 
place online between March 15 and 19, 
2021. Through the exchange of experiences 
and knowledge in Work Groups organized 
in the first two days of activities, residents 
of traditional communities, students and 
teachers presented works and stories 
that, unfortunately, do not usually gain 
prominence in mainstream media.

In the presentations of the Work Group 
“Development projects and programs, 
large-scale extraction and strategies of 
struggle and resistance”, national cases 
involving the region dubbed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture of MATOPIBA, which 
encompasses the states of Maranhão, 
Tocantins, Piauí and Bahia gained 
prominence.

This geographical region, according to 
the Brazilian Institute of Geography and 
Statistics (IBGE), has an area of 73 million 
hectares of agricultural establishments 
responsible for the production of grains 
and fibers. It was consolidated by Federal 
Government Decree 8447/2015. The land, 
however, is not only occupied by these 
large undertakings, and that was precisely 
the issue discussed. How do traditional 
communities that have lived for ages in 

those territories and have their homes 
threatened in the name of profit survive? 
What have they suffered and continue to 
suffer?

It is not by chance that Maranhão is leader 
in the number of land conflicts in Brazil, 
according to the Pastoral Land Commission 
(CPT). One of the situations discussed is 
the southern region of the state, where 
new techniques for the expropriation of 
land in favor of companies have emerged. 
An example of this was the work “Men 
of struggle: southern Maranhão, global 
south”, presented by geographer and 
adjunct professor at Queens University 
(Canada) Débora Lima, who accompanies 
and dialogues with 11 communities in 
the municipalities of Balsas, Grajaú, 
Formosa Serra Negra, São Raimundo 
das Mangabeiras and Mirador since 2012, 
together with the Pastoral Commission on 
the Land (CPT).

Renewal of 
expropriation 

strategies
The teacher explained that, since the 
government of Michel Temer, with the 
consolidation of MATOPIBA as a region 
of capitalist extraction, the situation 
has worsened for local communities. 
Other normative changes, such as the 
creation of the Land Management System 
(Sigef), make the in-place study of the 
territory occupied by these communities 
unnecessary, thus facilitating the land 
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the country, such as the construction of 
BR 101 highway in the 1970s, state of 
Rio de Janeiro, which did not have prior 
consultation and was even built on fields of 
traditional communities.

In addition to national land conflicts, the 
presentations cited situations in other 
countries, such as Honduras, Mexico, 
Argentina and Mozambique. On all 
occasions, there has been a strong 
impact on traditional communities and 
the environment. The work “The return 
of authoritarianism in Honduras and the 
strengthening of the extractivist model” 
presented by Carlos Daniel Nolasco 
Flores, showed how authoritarianism of 
the state in Honduras – through the use 
of force and violence – has made possible 
the strengthening of aggressive extraction 
in favor of large companies.

Faced with the stories of human and 
environmental rights violations promoted 
by companies and governments, especially 
in Brazil and in Latin American and African 
countries, the International Seminar offered 
a unique opportunity to hear the voices of 
traditional peoples and communities that 
participated in the Work Groups, presenting 
the dimension of their struggles and 
discussing socio-environmental problems 
that transcend territories, because they 
concern all people, in the countryside and 
in the city.

*Giovana Kury joined the Journalism course at 
UFMA in 2015 and has worked as a reporter in 
communication vehicles in Maranhão since 2018, 
especially in the area of politics and culture.
Contact: giovanakury@gmail.com 
Twitter: @giovanakury.

grabbing process. It is noteworthy that 
these processes happen in collusion with 
national and foreign investment groups, 
such as Genesis Agro, Brasil Agro and 
Pension Funds.

“If, earlier, we had a very 
strong hired killing scheme, 

today we have the use of the 
State and “civilized” tools as 
a way of dispossessing these 

communities”.

Throughout the MATOPIBA region, 
peasants, quilombolas and indigenous 
people are affected by large corporations 
with economic interests in the area. In 
exemplifying the resistance strategies 
used by these communities, organizations 
such as CPT, the Union of Rural Workers 
and Peoples’ Web were cited.

The work “A strong foot on the ground, 
in the territory: the role of Justiça nos 
Trilhos in the promotion of Human Rights 
in communities impacted by mining and 
steel industries in MA”, presented by 
Idayane da Silva Ferreira, addressed the 
impacts caused by the Carajás Railroad, 
part of the Great Carajás Program, as well 
as Justiça nos Trilhos’ legal and political 
work with the impacted communities. The 
so-called Carajás Corridor cuts through 
27 municipalities – mostly in Maranhão – 
and impacts more than 100 communities 
to transport iron ore from Parauapebas, 
in Pará, to São Luís, in Maranhão, from 
where, finally, the mineral is taken out of the 
State and the country through the Ponta da 
Madeira port, belonging to Vale S.A..

Repeating stories
Throughout the presentations, similar 
situations were cited in other regions of 
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Grassroots communication and the 
struggle in communities: talking about 

yourself in first person
*By Andressa Cruz Zumpano 

There are several tools and instruments 
used in the processes of struggle and 
resistance of traditional, indigenous 

and peripheral peoples; among them, 
grassroots communication stands out. This 
instrument, within a space dominated by 
money, business and large corporations, 
emerges as a fruit sown and harvested 
within the territories and urban and peasant 
communities around the world.

The connections among communication, 
territories of power and colonial and eugenic 
propaganda, were sustained by those 
who produced and reproduced the media. 
“Visual colonialism” existed to subsidize 
the exploration of the bodies-territories 
that inhabit the places of colonization. For 
this, black bodies and native populations 
were photographed and deprived of their 
identities, their names and places of origin, 
in the production of images that celebrated 
the colonizer’s conquests and also mapped 
colonial territories.

This documentation strategy has historically 
reinforced stereotypes and stigmas about 
colonized populations. Through the prism 
of race and class, the portraits of the “wild 
indigenous” or of the “enslaved negro”, 
were presented as individual stories in a 
generalizing perspective. This achievement 
brought about an erasure of the ancestral 
values of the colonized populations and a 
stifling of the reproduction of oral history 
and traditional knowledge.

The production of official narratives, 
this time made by and for people who 

historically have been made invisible, 
functions as a source of history, memory 
and training within the territories. It means 
belonging and promoting identity through 
communicating, photographing, filming, 
drawing and so many other resources and 
tools that are used to tell stories by the 
subject to whom they belong.

Would this then be one of the many places 
of struggle and dispute?

During the International Seminar on 
Human Rights and Business “Peoples, 
communities, nature: insurgencies in the 
face of predatory extractivism” that took 
place between March 15 and 19, 2021, 
several grassroots communicators from 
various parts of the country came together to 
present their work and narratives. Through 
photographic essays, films and videos, 
written and oral documentation on the 
history and memory of their lives and living 
spaces, they showed that communicating 
is also an ancestral knowledge.

In first-person
Raimundo José, resident of Quilombo 
Rampa, member of the quilombo group 
who created Radio and TV Quilombo, in the 
rural area of Vargem Grande, Maranhão, 
during the presentation of his film “Jacá do 
Quilombo Rampa” brought sewing among 
the tools of daily use in his community and 
the art of communicating. The “jacá”, which 
is a basket made by hands with the straw 
of native palm trees such as babassu, is 
one of the symbols representing his group.
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impacts bringing about the destruction of 
the mangrove area in the Porto community 
de Mocajutuba, in Paço do Lumiar, also in 
Maranhão.

Among the works exhibited by the group 
of grassroots communicators, the one 
presented by Aldenora Ferreira, entitled 
“Social movements made me a leader: the 
trajectory of Rosiane Mendes Cardoso, 
from the traditional community Sítio do 
Meio II, Maranhão”, brought out, on the 
basis of the process of experiencing 
through writing (concept used by writer 
Conceição Evaristo), a narrative of the 
history of struggle of grassroots educator 
and community leader from her territory, 
Rosiane Mendes.

In this affective circle, we should also 
mention the work “Affective Memories 
of the Communities of Sítio Arruda”, 
by João Leandro, in which grassroots 
communication is a vector of community 
living, a space of affections, of storytelling 
and listening, of appreciation of the 
knowledge of a people, which is now 
documented in the first person.

*Andressa Cruz Zumpano is a photojournalist, 
documentary filmmaker and grassroots 
communicator. Originally from Maranhão, based 
in Brasília, DF. She works in the communication 
sector of the Pastoral Land Commission, 
coordinating a group of communicators of the 
Network of Social and Rural Pastoral Ministries.

“We don’t talk about 
‘giving a voice’. Even for that 

reason we have the experience
of TV Quilombo, now also a 
radio. (...) It’s because this 
communication process is 

directed from us to us. How 
does the person feel better? 

Just by making o Jacá, so then 
let’s make it!”.

Acting also as an important denunciation 
instrument for territories impacted by large 
enterprises, grassroots communication 
builds narratives that stimulate and 
strengthen the defense of “buen vivir” (well-
being) in the face of the impacts generated 
by the advance of predatory extractivism 
that threatens and destroys their ways of 
life.

Examples of using this communication 
as an instrument of denunciation are the 
documentary “Garbage in the community 
of the port of Mocajutuba”, by Allan Costa, 
Mariana Vieira, Paloma Castro and Elio 
Alves, and the photo essay “The question 
of the Santa Rita fields in Maranhão – 
Rustic Cattle Breeding”, by Adriano Souza 
de Almeida. The two works presented 
during the seminar brought up fundamental 
themes related to the fight in defense of 
traditional territories, both by stressing the 
right of residence for rural workers in Santa 
Rita, as well as in recording environmental 

The colors, fears, flavors, joys, struggles, challenges and achievements of each 
person who participated in the different activities of the Seminar gave me a 

lot of strength, light, hope, ideas and, above all, the conviction that we are on 
the right path: listening to people from traditional, indigenous and quilombola 

communities, reflecting with engaged academics and activists, but above all, 
making sure that we are not alone, that there are many territories involved in the 
search for, and defense of, non-predatory ways of living, with respect for nature 

and with many motivations to keep fighting.

Julio Itzayán Anaya López
(GEDMMA/UFMA)

WG5: Grassroots, Community and Alternative Communication: struggles and resistance to large development projects    15 and 16/03/21
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Cultural Moments
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On October 30, 2010, Flaviano Pinto 
Neto, a leader in the struggle for 
land in Quilombo Charco, state of 

Maranhão, was murdered with seven pistol 
shots. He had denounced environmental 
crimes and fought for the land regularization 
of his territory. Flavian became seed, body 
and resistance planted in the earth. The life 
of Justo Evangelista also comes from the 
land, historical reference of the struggle 
of the quilombola territories of Itapecuru-
Mirim, Maranhão, and for the agrarian 
reform. After a lifetime of struggle built on 
foot, walking among paths in defense of the 
rights of the black and peasant people, Mr. 
Justo left us on March 2, 2021, becoming 
memory, strength and ancestral land.

It was with these two tributes that sociologist 
Cíndia Brustolin (GEDMMA / UFMA) 
started the Book Launching session, 
held on the last day of the International 
Seminar on Human Rights and Business. 
During the same session, the Justiça nos 
Trilhos National Report would also be 
launched. The struggles for land, rights 
and good living of Flaviano Neto and Justo 
Evangelista multiply in several territories 
written and described in the books and the 
Report, narrated by community leaders.

It is about these narratives that quilombola 
leader Anacleta Pires da Silva launched, 
together with sociologist and poet Dayanne 
da Silva Santos, the book “Land of the 
Enchanted” (“Terra de Encantados”). The 
publication brings the old struggle of the 
Quilombola Territory of Santa Rosa dos 
Pretos, in Itapecuru-Mirim, Maranhão, 
against racism, injustice and hunger, 
combined with a strong relationship with 
ancestral “beings of light” who inhabit the 
forests, who care for the waters and weave 
the quilombola struggle against social 

“Our land has voices”
Launching of books and the of National Report by Justiça nos Trilhos  03/19/21

*By Ingrid Barros

and environmental violations caused by 
capitalist enterprises, such as mining.

The resistance of traditional peoples and 
communities that are impacted by mining is 
also the subject of the book “Nobody drinks 
ore”, by Horácio Antunes de Sant’Ana and 
Raquel Rigotto, organizers of a research 
process that has been developed since 
2015 by researchers from different places 
in Brazil and also in Mexico.

“This book reflects an 
accumulation of research, 

cooperation and sharing of 
experiences, the daily experience 
involving university researchers 

and community leaders, and 
chronicles the lives of those who 

have been affected by mining 
and its effects on water.”

The use of water by mining affects aquifers, 
dries springs, swamps and footpaths. 
It harms those who make a living from 
fishing, agriculture, animal husbandry, 
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extraction of fruits from woods and forests. 
For traditional populations, their rivers and 
streams are home to life, health and Mothers 
of Water. “Water is food, it is the blood that 
flows through the veins. The water is sacred 
and has rights to be respected”, points out 
Raquel Rigotto, from the Tramas / UFC 
research nucleus.

Damage to land and water is also 
demonstrated in the Justiça nos Trilhos’ 
Report “Human Rights and Corporations: 
Vale S.A. and strategies for domination, 
violations and conflicts involving territories, 
water, race and gender”, elaborated by lawyer 
Mariana Lucena and by social educator 
Joana Emmerick. The Report presents 
denunciations of racist, discriminatory and 
predatory practices against nature and 
bodies, especially those of women, through 
a pattern of violations and harmful practices 
orchestrated by the transnational mining 
company.

“All of these territories 
crossed by large enterprises, 
whether here or over there, 
where we have an Atlantic 

Ocean that does not separate 
us, rather unites us, suffer 

from environmental racism. 
The communities where the 

enterprises arrive are not chosen 
at random. They have color.”

These words are from Madian Frazão, 
who launched the book “South Atlantic 
Dialogues”, together with Samarone 
Marinho and Maria de Lourdes Gonçalves. 
The book is the result of an international 
cooperation project between GEDMMA/
UFMA and the University of Cape Verde 
(UniCV), bringing together texts by 16 
researchers from both countries. In the book, 

colonization processes are investigated 
through mega-enterprises and their reflexes 
on communities in Brazil and Cape Verde.

The publications launched during the 
Seminar reflect the commitment and 
alliance between researchers and 
communities, using science, research and 
grassroots walking and field work to serve 
social demands and those who struggle for 
their ways of life, their land and their water 
sources.

“This land has an owner; 
our land has voices. The beauty 

of returning to these books made 
by us is actually the reaching 

out to those who narrated their 
beautiful stories”.

(Anacleta Pires)

These are denunciation and protest works, 
but they also bring resistance and hope, 
enhancing the voices of those who actively 
struggle with their lives to end impunity and 
the right to good living (“buen vivir”).

“Nobody drinks ore: Waters and 
peoples versus mining”
Horácio Antunes de Sant’Ana Junior and 
Raquel Maria Rigotto
Publisher 7letras. Available for purchase on 
the publisher’s website: www.7letras.com.br

Launching of books and of Justiça nos Trilhos Report  03/19/21
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Report: “Human Rights and 
Business: Vale S.A. and the 
strategies of domination, violations 
and conflicts involving territories, 
water, race and gender”
Mariana Lucena and Joana Emmerick 
Seabra.
Publication available on the website of the 
International Seminar on Human Rights and 
Business: www.seminariopovosnatureza.org 

“Terra de Encantados: The struggle 
to remain in the Quilombola 
Santa Rosa dos Pretos territory 
(Itapecuru-Mirim / MA)”
Dayanne da Silva Santos and Anacleta 
Pires da Silva. Diálogos da Diáspora 
Collection, Hucitec publisher. Available for 
purchase on the publisher’s website: 
www.lojahucitec.com.br 

“South Atlantic Dialogues: Criticism 
and interpretation of contemporary 
time in Cape Verde and Brazil”

Madian de Jesus Frazão Pereira, Samarone 
Marinho and Maria de Lourdes Silva 
Gonçalves. Publisher 7letras. Available 
for purchase on the publisher’s website: 
www.7letras.com.br 

*Ingrid Barros (Maranhão) is an independent 
communicator, working in photography and 
audiovisual, based in São Luís. She works in 
defense of traditional peoples and communities 
and other human rights issues, as well as folks’ 
culture. She has collaborated with national 
and international independent news outlets, 
with a communication team in articulating the 
Web of Traditional Peoples and Communities 
of Maranhão, and other organizations linked to 
countryside populations.
Instagram: @ _ingridbarros /

Launching of books and of Justiça nos Trilhos Report  03/19/21
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Remembering the past, fighting in 
the present and building the future of 
Latin American communities thanks to 

schools of political education

Conversation round:  Meeting of Political Education Schools in four Latin 
American countries  03/19/21

*ByPor Luna Gámez

communities and organizations and 
expanding their knowledge and capacities 
to identify, disseminate, interact and activate 
mechanisms for denouncing, defending, 
redressing and guaranteeing rights in the 
face of violations related to the activity 
of transnational companies in the mining 
sector,” explained meeting moderator, 
Joércio Pires.

The defense of 
territories against 

predatory extractivism
Social cartography has been one of the main 
tools of the political training schools’ program 
in these four Latin American countries, as 
it allows for a community to map its own 
territory and identify the impacts of extractive 
projects. PAS has created two schools in 
Colombia in the quilombola communities 
of Roche and Tabaco, in the region of La 
Guajira, in the north of the country, both 
affected by the Cerrejón extractive project, 
one of the largest open pit coal mines in 
the world. Roche’s families were resettled 
so that the company could continue mining. 
It was a quilombo that managed to resist 
slavery and interference from Colombian 
governments that tried to take it a part of the 
national territory for more than 400 years; 
however, they lost to mining.

“Corn men and women, 
when they look at this world

 and its pains, they also look at
 the world that they will have to 
lift up, while making themselves 

on the way. They have three 
outlooks: one for what is gone, 
another for the here and now 
and another yet for what will 
come. In this way they know 
they sow a treasure: the way 

of looking at things”. 

AAimée Martínez Vega, a member of 
the Argentine NGO Bienaventurados 
los Pobres (BePe), told this story of the 
Amerindian peoples to open the online 
meeting dedicated to sharing experiences 
of the Political Training Schools of the Latin 
American Project, which took place on March 
19 with the presence of representatives 
from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Peru.

With funding from the European Union, the 
project was coordinated by CooperAcción, 
from Peru, and had the participation of 
Justiça nos Trilhos (JnT),  Brazil, BePe, 
from Argentina, and Pensamiento y Acción 
Social (PAS), from Colombia. Between 
2018 and 2020, the initiative developed a 
political training school in each of these four 
countries with the objective of “strengthening 



51International Seminar Magazine on Human Rights and Business

In the case of Tobacco, the impact was 
even worse: the work of social cartography 
in this political school revealed that today 
they represent themselves as “a village in 
the air”, non-existent, since the quilombola 
community was expelled, without 
resettlement to a new territory. Working with 
people who have lost everything and who 
have suffered the greatest human rights 
violations has been the biggest challenge 
for PAS in this region.

“Without the territory, 
communities cannot live the 

same way, they cannot relate to 
each other in the same way”, 

explained Laura Valeria Maldonado, 
from PAS.

“However, a completely significant and 
beautiful thing happened: it was to find a 
group of women, men, children and elderly 
people who are still trying to fight for their 
lost territory in order to have a dignified 
life and, mainly, to tell other communities 
in Colombia what awaits them if they do 
not fight to expel the different forms of 
extractivism that threatens them”.

Seeds of resistance 
that have been 

watered by schools of 
political training

Mining affects the lives of local communities 
through the occupation of their land, but also 
through the diversion and contamination 
of water courses, as well as interfering in 
their beliefs and ritual practices. La Guajira, 
which is by itself a naturally arid place, has 
become drier due to the extraction that 

consumes large quantities of water to wash 
the ore. As a result, the communities report 
that Pulowi, the protector of water in the local 
cosmology of the Wayuu indigenous and 
the quilombolas in the region, has stopped 
appearing to them and is only manifesting 
itself in a violent way causing disasters.

“Cultural and artistic
 practices, as well as traditional 

mythology, are changing because 
of these economic activities,” added 

Maldonado.

The female spirit protector of the snow of the 
Argentine mountains is also under threat of 
disappearance: it has not been snowing in 
the high mountains that protect the Bolsón 
de Fiambalá region for eight years, a place 
baptized by the ancient native peoples of 
Diaguitas as ‘the house of the wind’, and 
situated in the province of Catamarca, 
northwestern Argentina. Residents have 
been impacted for decades by the expansion 
of mining that opened roads in the hills to 
export production across the Pacific. 

However, they wove a history of community 
struggle based on the exchange of seeds 
and knowledge that has been working for 
over 20 years and made possible for them 
to stop the installation of a uranium mine 
project in the region. On this resistance 
network, one of the poles of the school of 
political education called “Recuperando el 
saber nosótrico” (recovering our ancestral 
knowledge, editor’s note) was founded, and 
also was developed in two places: in the city 
of Catamarca and Santiago del Estero, as 
explained by Rosa del Valle Aráoz, BePe 
member and pedagogical coordinator of 
the Latin American project for Schools of 
Political Education.

Conversation round: Meeting of Political Education Schools in four Latin American countries                       03/19/21
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Breaking gender, 
educational and 

cultural gaps in the 
fight for justice

Even with large extractivist economic 
investments, it is family economic 
practices that sustain Peru, as explained 
by Allison Peralta, from the CooperAcción 
organization. However, the majority of the 
peoples of the southern Andean region 
suffer the consequences of the historical 
social gap that has deprived a large part 
of the indigenous populations, especially 
women, from the right to education. In the 
case of the communities affected by the 
mining corridor in the south of the Andes with 
which CooperAcción works in the provinces 
of Espinar, Chumbivilcas, Paruro (in Cusco) 
and Cotabambas (in Apurímac), women are 
the ones who suffer most from the impacts 
of mining, as they are working the land and 
defending the territories while men leave the 
territories to generate extra family income, 
according to Peralta. They were essential 
protagonists for the construction of the school 
of political education “Kuskalla Purisum“ 
(Walking together, in Quechua). However, 
many of them do not speak Spanish and 
it was essential to insert Quechua into the 
program to complement the human rights’ 
approach with interculturality. The creation 
of spaces for the care of children during the 
meetings was also relevant.

“We, the women, have 
organized ourselves and now 

we know what our rights are,”
 said Maximiliana Siñane Llacma, 
one of the school’s participants.

Although there is a technological gap that 
does not allow access to the internet to 
most of these peoples, the school has 
managed to overcome multiple barriers: 
to strengthen the self-management 
capacities of local leaders and to re-signify 
the pejorative connotations that the term 
‘indigenous’ has in Peru. “The experience at 
the School allowed them to start positioning 
themselves as native peoples”, explained 
Peralta, who stressed that the process of 
political education continues.

The voice of young 
protagonists is the 
future of common 

struggle
The interculturality and the horizontal 
transmission of knowledge fostered by 
the schools of political education was 
highlighted by Djelma Viana Guajajara, 
a young man from the Guajajara people 
of the Rio Pindaré Indigenous Land, in 
Maranhão, who participated in one of the 
schools developed by Justiça nos Trilhos 
in Brazil. “At each meeting, we have the 
chance to learn and to teach as well. For 
example, many said that they had never 
had contact with indigenous people before,” 
said the young woman, who expressed her 
gratitude for having had the opportunity to 
visit a quilombola community for the first 
time.

“This allows us to be present 
with other communities and 

experience the same problems (...) 
When we go to another territory, 

we realize that our struggle is 
not an isolated one.”

Conversation round: Meeting of Political Education Schools in four Latin American countries                       03/19/21
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Initiatives such as TV and Radio 
Quilombo, from the Quilombo Rampa, 
municipality of Vargem Grande, in 
Maranhão, were one of the many results 
of political education in Brazil. At the 
Brazilian school, with two classes in the 
region of Açailândia and in the north of the 
state around the capital São Luís (MA), 
dozens of young indigenous, quilombola, 
rural (settlements) and urban (periphery) 
dwellers participated in the itinerant 
meetings of the formation program, all of 
them living in communities affected by the 
Carajás Railroad (EFC), built by Vale S.A. 
to transport tons and tons of iron ore from 
Pará to the ports of São Luís. 

“We are trying to show Vale S.A. that we 
deserve to have our rights respected; yes, 
we do deserve quality of life, and we have 
young people to fight for it”, said Gabrielle 
Moraes Prates, another participant and 
resident of the Francisco Romão rural 
settlement, municipality of Açailândia. 
For Prates, the school represented the 
opportunity to further enhance her rights.

“Before participating in 
political training, we had 

knowledge, but we didn’t know 
how to express it. Political 

training was able to unravel 
our difficulties in expressing 

ourselves and having a voice”.

*Luna Gámez is an independent journalist 
specializing in environmental and human rights. 
Living in Brazil and with extensive experience in 
the Amazon, she has also worked on projects 
at the Latin American level and was a social 
development consultant for ECLAC, United 
Nations, in Chile. She has a master’s degree 
in anthropology and also works with political 
theater and grassroots projects.

I am Mateus Tainor, 
recently graduated 
in Licencing in Rural 

Education. I was invited 
to participate in the 

International Seminar on 
Human Rights and Business 

“Peoples, communities, 
nature: insurgencies in 
the face of predatory 
extractivism”, which 

resulted in an experience of 
fundamental importance, 
because the cultural and 
spiritual presentations 
involve the issue of the 

body, the spirit, the 
struggle, the political, 

cultural, economic 
dimension…, in short, it 
is a reflection of what I 

experience in my daily life. 
The cultural presentations 

at the end were the 
culmination point of our 

week of activities.

Mateus Tainor
(GEDMMA/UFMA)
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People Receiving 
Tribute
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(Morelos / Mexico)

Native of the Nahua culture, Samir was born on August 
2, 1982, in the Amilcingo community, in the state of 

Morelos, Mexico. From a young age he learned about life in 
the countryside from his parents, who are peasants. There 
he learned how to love and respect his land and its people. 
He supported various social movements by means of his 
participation and solidarity. In 2012, when the threat of the 
Integral Morelos Project (PIM) arrived, Samir began his work 
as a defender of human rights and his territory. He started 
speaking out through mobile loudspeakers and that’s how 
community radio Amiltizinko started, with the participation 
of other young people from the community. In 2019, the 
federal government’s action to promote PIM was resumed. 
The day before his assassination, Samir confronted a 
representative of the federal government, Hugo Erick 
Flores, with strong arguments about the negative impacts 
that the project would bring. At 5:30 am on February 20, 
2019, two men came to his house. Samir was murdered for 
defending life.

People Receiving Tribute
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(Maranhão) 

A full-handed and excellent cook, she transforms 
vegetables into dishes that children in the community 

eat without complaint. A carpenter, in a masculinized 
workspace, she faces machismo and violence without 
lowering her head. Specialized in meliponiculture 
(beekeeping) she takes care of those who produce honey 
and pollinate nature. Former president of the Residents’ 
Association, she promotes participation in the community 
through common projects and care for the place where they 
live. Tutelary counselor, she faces the joys and difficulties 
of working to defend the rights of children and adolescents. 
Mother and grandmother, she does not refuse to extend 
her arms to embrace and take to the fight to defend life in 
the territory. So is Rosana, from Taim, a strong companion 
who always has a word of welcome and strength, even in 
times when she is fragile.

(Text by Sislene Costa)

People Receiving Tribute
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(La Esperanza / Honduras)

Environmental activist and indigenous leader of her people, 
Berta Cáceres was co-founder and coordinator of the 

Council of Indigenous People’s Organizations in Honduras. 
In 2015, she won the Goldman Environment Award for a 
campaign that successfully lobbied the country’s largest 
dam builder to remove a dam on the Gualcarque River. 
After suffering constant threats, Berta was murdered by 
armed men inside her home, on March 2, 2016, because 
of her struggle to defend the environment and the rights 
of indigenous peoples. Until today, those responsible 
for the crime remain unpunished. Amnesty International 
condemned the absolute unwillingness to protect human 
rights defenders on the part of the Honduran government 
and denounced that the Honduran authorities had seriously 
failed to investigate her death including the many serious 
death threats she had received, related to her work in favor 
of human rights.

People Receiving Tribute
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(United States)

In the interwar period, the daughter of Lebanese parents 
who emigrated to the United States wanted to be a pilot. 

To reach this profession she went to study nursing and 
ended up taking other types of flights with the sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur. The first flight was to Brazil, in 
1971, to the interior of Maranhão, where, on one hand, 
there was the civil-military dictatorship and, on the other, 
the Movement of Basic Ecclesial Communities that invited 
her to follow a God who does not live on the altar but walks 
with His people. In São Luís, capital of Maranhão, she 
started to work supporting communities affected by large 
enterprises that were coming to the São Luís area due to 
the Great Carajás Program. She started by forming small 
groups in basic healthcare in Anjo da Guarda ourskirts, 
because she believed that it is from the small that the big 
is made. From that small group, later on, a community 
hospital arose in the neighborhood. In those wanderings 
she learned the ways of Maranhão people, seeing in the 
silences and long pauses of the people the cleverness of 
the man or woman who first thinks things over to see where 
he or she is stepping. Sister Ani is currently 96 years-old, 
96 years of joy and youthfulness.

(Text by Sislene Costa and Sandra Araújo).

People Receiving Tribute



59International Seminar Magazine on Human Rights and Business

(Arariboia, Maranhão)

An indigenous member of the Guardians of the Forest, 
a forest guard formed by indigenous peoples in 2012 

to defend their lands against illegal loggers, Paulino was 
killed by loggers in an ambush on November 1, 2019, in 
the interior of the Arariboia Indigenous Land, in Maranhão, 
leaving a wife and a son.

“In the Arariboia Indigenous Land, approved and registered 
in 1990 with 413 thousand hectares, about six thousand 
Guajajara, or Tenetehar, and Awá-Guajá indigenous people 
live freely, that is, in a situation of voluntary isolation. […] 
The tragedy that occurred in the Arariboia Indigenous Land 
is part of this context where the Brazilian State sees the head 
of the Executive Branch attack the Constitution, democratic 
institutions and human rights, instigating a murderous race 
towards Indigenous Lands, and cowardly refusing to do 
anything about it. The blood of Paulino and many other 
indigenous people was and will be shed because those who 
can prevent the savagery are silent, do nothing. Ibama and 
Funai, institutions that could act directly in the protection 
of Indigenous Lands, were dismantled and dismissed, 
taken over by ruralists henchmen of agribusiness and the 
concentration of land”.

(Excerpt from a Note of the Indigenous Missionary Council – Cimi, 
November 2, 2019)

People Receiving Tribute
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(Açailândia, Maranhão)

Piquiá de Baixo (Açailândia, Maranhão) community 
leader, Mr. Edvard, started the community’s struggle 

for resettlement away from the pollution caused by steel 
mills that settled around the neighborhood in the late 1980s 
along the Carajás Railway. He passed away on January 
23, 2020, due to lung problems caused by the pollution to 
which he was exposed in Piquiá for a good part of his life.

“Mr. Edvard, the one who dreamed first...”

They say that a dream that one dreams alone remains a 
dream, but a dream that is dreamed together becomes 

reality. When it comes to the history of struggle of the 
community of Piquiá de Baixo, the saying is more than 
true. Mr. Edvard Dantas is the one who first dreamed: he 
dreamed that a dignified life for his community, away from 
pollution, was possible, and he invited more people to 
dream together. Oh yes, Mr. Edvard is a dreamer! The kind 
of person who thinks collectively, who has sparkles in their 
eyes! Don’t be surprised if I speak in the present tense... Mr. 
Edvard is a dreamer! If, on one hand, he left this physical 
state on January 23, 2020, on the other, his struggle that 
began more than a decade ago is still going strong. It is 
also correct to say that Mr. Edvard, like many residents of 
the community, has been a victim of the relentless pollution 
caused by steel companies for decades. This pollution 
that intoxicates the soil and the water, and kills the lungs, 
making it impossible to breathe...”

(Text by Idayane Ferreira)

People Receiving Tribute
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(Pará)

Maria do Espírito Santo Silva and José Claudio 
Ribeiro fought for the forest and for the creation of 

an Extraction Reserve (Resex) in the Agro-extractive 
Settlement Praia Alta-Piranheira, in Nova Ipixuna, state of 
Pará. In that territory, there is one of the last native areas of 
Brazilian nuts. These heirs of the struggle of Chico Mendes 
and Irmã Dorothy Stang were executed in an ambush in 
2011, for defending a land coveted by big investors and 
local powerful people. The intellectual mentor of the crime, 
the farmer José Rodrigues Moreira, was sentenced in 2016 
to 60 years in prison. The struggle persists today, as the 
roots left by Maria and Zé Cláudio are strong and resistant, 
as is the dream of a free and autonomous Amazon.

People Receiving Tribute



62 www.seminariopovosnatureza.org

(Maranhão)

Mr. Justo was born in the Tingidor quilombo, in Itapecuru 
Mirim (MA), and was a fighter all his life in the endeavor 

to guarantee the land and dignified life to the peasant 
farmers, the quilombolas. He was involved in the grassroots 
movements of the Catholic Church, was president of the 
rural workers’ union and helped in the organization of the 
quilombola movement. Formed in the countryside, through 
the singing, the words and the struggles, his political 
performance gives testimony to the need for a common and 
fraternal life, nourishing the hope of a more just world, in 
which gains can only be measured in joint steps, against 
the individualistic view of the hierarchies that devour us. 
A worker of the land, of ideas and ideals that left us fertile 
soil in order to advance in the necessary struggles and 
confrontations against those who do not respect their fellow 
human beings, but exploit, humiliate and steal the land.

Mr. Justo passed away on 3/2/2021.

People Receiving Tribute
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(Maranhão)

Flaviano Pinto Neto, leader of the quilombo Charco, in São 
Vicente Ferrer (MA), and of the Maranhão quilombola 

movement, fought with dignity for the quilombola territories, 
for his own territory and for life with dignity. Murdered 
by gunmen in 2010, he is memory, seed and tree of the 
struggle waged by the people in the state. Marking the deep 
relationship between life, struggle and territory, in 2012, 
Kum’tum Akroá-Gamella honors him and touches us in his 
letter: “The re-conquest of the territory bathed in your blood 
is taking place in a beautiful moment. The yellow paus 
d’arco (amazon typical tree, editor’s note) here and there 
bridge the blue September sky, its golden petals cover the 
ground and in a subtle ballet the seeds are thrown for the 
continuity of life. The mulunduzeiro (Amazon tree, editor’s 
note) that rises right in the heart of the territory is beautiful. 
Its leafless and gray branches do not allow it to be filled 
with pride, despite its flowers shine in a soft and intense 
pink. The leaves fall off. You too, Bic, gave up your life, and 
we are planting your body in the earth – your land”.

People Receiving Tribute
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Grassroots coverage
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Our editions of the Pinga-
Pinga newsletter are now 
available through the QR 
code. Check out a bit of the 
talks and works presented. 
Access also through the 
link: https://bit.ly/3f3BvOR 

“You have the 
bullet’; I have 
the word. The 

bullet dies when 
destined; the 

word lives when 
replicated.”

Berta Cáceres,
Honduran indigenous 

leader

Berta Cáceres was murdered 
on March 2, 2016.

Honduran authorities are 
persecuting native peoples 
who are fighting to defend 
their lands and waters. 
Governing people that are 
servants of a colonialist 
project, that keeps exploring 
Abya Yala (Living Earth, for 
the Kuna people, editor’s 
note).

Berta Cáceres’ struggle 
continues walking in the 
footsteps of her people, as 
the river flows, as the seeds 
sprout.

Soy América 
Latina

Un pueblo 
sin piernas, 

pero  que 
camina, ¡oye!

The unification of the plurality 
of struggles, speeches, 
histories, cultures, memories 
and ancestry in which the 
people of Abya Yala find 
themselves, like water from 
several springs against the 
design of empty and uniform 
things.

We are the reality of a people 
on the move: landless, 
zapatistas, Mapuche, 
Guajajara, quilombolas and 
so many other peoples in 
the process of daily micro 

revolutions taking place at this 
very moment.

Utopia materialized in daily 
insurgencies.

The Cruz do Anjinho – 
Little Algel Cross: the 
look of longing in the 

Quilombola Territory of 
Sítio Arruda

In recording the grassroots 
communication and the 
expressions and feelings of 
traditional territories, one of 
the presentations was about 
the outlook and photographic 
memory, by João Leandro 
Neto.

Children who die before the 
baptism rite are buried in the 
cemetery of angels located in 
the territory of the quilombo 
community of Sítio Arruda.

The mothers, during the whole 
year, do not visit the place, 
leaving it for the eve of All Souls 
Day, to clean and organize the 
place for the funeral rites of 
the 2nd of November.

Grassroots Coverage | Pinga-Pinga Group
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the feminine wisdom of the 
community’s women who, 
through their strength and 
daily struggle, produce 
the knowledge and the 
cultivations in the resistance 
“terreiros”.

The image depicts the 
twilight in the community 
of Sítio Arruda. When night 
falls, for the residents there, 
it is a cause for celebration 
and joy in the community 
association’s “terreiro”.

Affective memories in the quilombo community 
of Sítio Arruda in Araripe, Ceará

These images depict unique 
scenes from the Quilombola 
Community of Sítio Arruda in 
Araripe, Ceará. The tree is the 
tamboril, referred to as a local 
symbol, with sturdy branches.

It is located in front of the 
terreiro (sacred dancing space, 
editor’s note) of the house of 
the leader of the quilombo, a 
place where everyone gathers 
for folks festivities, traditional 
cultural “terreiradas”, fairs and 
meetings.

The photographs were taken 
in January 2020, the vibrant 
and strong sun shows the 

ABOUT COLLECTIVITY 
THAT SATIATE 
THE BODY AND 
THE SPIRIT

strength of these peoples 
who live in diaspora and keep 
their ancestral culture alive.

The “two bands” door appears 
in most houses in the interior 
of Ceará.

In the homes of the community 
of Sítio Arruda, families keep 
this custom to the present 
day.

Flowers also adorn the front 
of the homes and reverence 

Grassroots Coverage | Pinga-Pinga Group

For those who do not know, I present the 
môi (a mixture of finely cut vegetables 
that serves as a side, editor’s note), also 
known as chibé, in some communities. 66
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Grassroots Coverage | Pinga-Pinga Group

““I’m going to make mandioc 
flour, a lot of people I’m 

going to call.
I’ll make a mandioc flour, a 

lot of people I will call
Only those who understand 

flour come to sift here.
Only those who understand 
flour can come to sift here.”

Cajueiro rEXISTS
“I’m going to make an 

embolada, A samba, 
a maracatu. All well 

“poisoned” Good for 
me and good for you

For us to get out of the 
mud and face the 

vultures“
Chico Science

67
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Grassroots Coverage | Pinga-Pinga Group

“It is in the peoples’ throat that resides the 
struggle, which by the way have always been 
synonymous with that, struggle. No rights were 
given, what the peoples conquered was and is 
because of the concrete action of understanding 
nature, with all its diversity but as a whole, and 
that the struggle of the people only makes sense 
when they understand that they are a piece within 
a whole that is the Earth.”

Zica Pires Member of AAQ (Quilombola 
Agroforestry Agents), from the Quilombola 
Territory of Santa Rosa dos Pretos, MA)

“How can we think about the world in 
our own perspective if we always put 

ourselves as something superior to nature!? 
I think this is something to think about.”

The defense of traditional territories is a 
barrier of defense against the death promoted 
by a genocidal view of development. It is 
communities and native peoples that guarantee 
the r-existence of life.

Latin women organized in struggles across 
Latin America, against sold-out rulers who only 
see power and greed.

And it is in this experience of the conversations 
on rEXISTENCES and inSURGENCES that the 
struggles of Bolivian women meet with Brazilian 
women to defend what is right.

“Defending a territory is 
defending our own lives”

Rosana is a resident of the traditional 
community of Taim (MA), leader of the territory 
that for years has fought for recognition by the 
State government of the communities of the 
Tauá-Mirim auto-Resex, together with Cajueiro.

Communities that are stalwart of struggle and 
organization to overcome the daily challenges 
of not being assisted by any public policies, 
while valuing the traditional people of Upaon-
açu Island (São Luís Island, editor’s note).

68
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Grassroots Coverage | Pinga-Pinga Group

One of the most enriching experiences of 
the territories, in the organicity of the people, 
is to articulate their processes of political 
education. Training processes that move 
from the micro to the macro, discussing 
internal processes, confrontations, cultural 
manifestations, the defense mechanisms 
of each territory and the appreciation of the 
diversity of each people that participate in 
them.

It is these exchanges that strengthen our 
Latin identity and our history as a people of 
struggle.

“Soy America Latina, 
un pueblo sin piernas, 

pero que camina“

As well says companion Marxa Chaves:

“The position of women has been central because they have been 
thinking about something that our sisters in Brazil also talk 

about, now they are taking care of the little ones, they are also 
producing honey and are mothers of families and they have many 

children, and they also take care of the community.”

Abya Yala despierta!!!!

“We are dreams, 
we are young people, 
women and men, the 

guardians who preserve our 
heritage, we are resistant

in the struggle and
insurgents in favor of our 

human emancipation”
Anacleta Pires da Silva, Caixeira (sacred drum player, 
editor’s note) of the Divine Holy Spírit, grassroots 
educator and environmental defender.
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FIGHTING AGAINST 
MODERN CHAINS, NOW!

Grassroots Coverage | Pinga-Pinga Group

Organizing the fight
Organizing our people’s 

re-existence and insurgency’s 
strategies, is about breaking 

the modern chains and whips 
with which the landlords still 
fasten our heels that want to 

walk and our hands that 
want to fight.

“Enough with 
suffering, enough 
with crying, in the 
fight we have the 
right, in the law

or against it we’re 
going to overcome.”
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